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 The block policy caused by COVID-19 has made public life researchers cannot conduct their 

studies. However, in recent years, fewer public life studies have proposed new tools to reduce 

human job involved in data collection process. Hence, this article has proposed a new way to 

collect public life studies data: watching TikTok live streaming. This research aims to test the 

reliability of this new data collection method by comparing the contents of Hutong residents' 

public lives from field research and TikTok live streaming. The researcher conducted an 

ethnographic investigation in Hutong. In the field research process, the researcher used 

observation to collect data and recorded it by taking photos and taking notes. While watching 

TikTok, the researcher selected four anchors who often conduct live streaming in Hutongs to 

watch and recorded the data by taking screenshots. Data from two different collection methods 

was analyzed by thematic analysis separately. Results show that the data obtained by watching 

TikTok live streaming is more comprehensive than that obtained by field research; besides, 

using TikTok to collect data can sufficiently reduce the input of human jobs. The researcher 

thought the social function of TikTok may provide more help for data collection. Hence this 

study advised future research to test the reliability of conducting interviews using TikTok. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Since the COVID-19 outbreak in 2019, the lockdown 

policies for preventing the spread of the disease have made it 

difficult to travel between cities. Especially for the researchers 

living in remote areas, if their study areas are far from their 

hometowns, they will not be able to conduct field research. 

Under this situation, watching live streaming has become a 

new way to know about other cities. Following TikTok live 

streaming, audiences can feel "almost being there" to 

experience different lifestyles [1]. Hence, the researcher 

anticipated that watching live streaming might be a data 

collection way for public life studies. 

TikTok is one of the most popular social platforms in China. 

Many people conduct live streams on TikTok for money [2]. 

As a traditional Chinese residential area, Hutong is a popular 

place for TikTok anchors. The content of live streaming in 

Hutong shows that TikTok might be a helpful instrument for 

investigating Hutong residents' public lives. At the same time, 

there are not any empirical studies to show whether TikTok 

can be used in Hutong public life studies or not. Hence, this 

research aims to test the reliability of this new data collection 

method. The researcher conducted an ethnography survey in 

the Nanluogu Xiang areas. In the first stage, the researchers 

used the observation method to collect Hutong residents' 

public lives and recorded them by taking photos and notes. In 

the second stage, the researchers watched four Hutong 

anchors' live steaming for almost 60 hours, and screenshots 

recorded the Hutong residents' public lives. Data from two 

different collection methods was analyzed by thematic 

analysis separately. This study anticipated that using TikTok 

to collect data can sufficiently reduce the input of human jobs, 

and watching TikTok can get the same data as fieldwork. 

 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Data collection methods of public life study 

 

Public life studies investigate the relationship between 

people's behaviors and their surrounding environment. 

According to Gehl and Svarre's [3] theory, data collection 

methods of public life study are counting, mapping, tracing, 

tracking, looking for traces, photographing, keeping a diary, 

and test walks. These methods were developed in the period 

without any digital devices. Researchers can only use pens, 

notebooks, counters, and cameras to collect data about the 

frequency of people's behaviors visiting the research areas, the 

length that people stay in the research areas, and the 

characteristics of the built environment where public space 

users prefer to gather. However, these methods with the 

backward tools are still widely used today. 

Table 1 shows the recent decade's qualitative data collection 

method of public life studies. Based on the methodology 

theory proposed by Lune and Berg [4], Sharlene and Leavy [5], 

and Creswell and Creswell [6], the methods shown in Table 1 

were categorized into observations, interviews, documents, 

and audiovisual digital materials. If studies only use the 

traditional instrument to collect data, such as conducting 

interviews by face-to-face chatting or staying in one place for 
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a long time to observe, Table 1 will consider these studies as 

not using unusual tools. The standard data collection 

instruments, such as telephones, cameras, and computers, 

proved that researchers have already tried to reduce the 

physical human jobs in their data collection process. For 

example, interviews could jump out of the face-to-face format, 

and researchers were able to communicate with participants by 

phone and e-mail [7, 8]. Automatic cameras allowed 

observation methods no longer belonged to field research. 

Using intelligent cameras for observation makes it possible to 

collect image data without any observer [9]. Professional 

computer software and databases enable researchers to 

complete their investigations without conducting field 

research. Hooper et al. [10] investigated the relationship 

between urban planning policies and livable communities 

using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in the Perth 

metropolitan region of Australia. Australian National 

Livability Study provided their data. Colom et al. [11] 

examined public open spaces' properties attracting participants 

visiting the Balearic Islands of Spain using the official 

measurement data. Wang [12] analyzed the land use of 

Nanluogu Xiang, a traditional residential area in Beijing, 

through GIS. His data was obtained from Baidu Map, like 

Google Maps, freely providing Chinese spatial information to 

the public.  

There are also two researchers, Williams et al. [13] and 

Hoffimann et al. [14] get breaks in the methodology of public 

life studies. Williams et al. [13] embedded sensors inside a 

bench and a sandwich board to measure people’s interaction 

with stationary and pedestrians in public spaces. In order to 

test whether their sensor-embedded furniture is practical or not, 

they compared the data collected by devices with those 

collected by the workforce. Results show that it is possible to 

use sensors to automate the measurement of public life. 

Hoffimann et al. [14] designed a smartphone application to 

evaluate public space quality. Compared with the paper 

version of the public space evaluation tool, their application 

was more feasible and straightforward. Using their application 

researchers no longer have to go to the research site to find 

respondents. Previous public life studies showed a trend that 

public life researchers are trying to develop easier ways to get 

data. With advanced equipment, they successfully reduced the 

human job involved, showing that it is possible to use digital 

technology instead of physical surveys. 

 

2.2 Previous study about the public life of Hutong residents 

 

The corners and the junctions of Hutongs are popular places 

for residents to gather [15-17]. The junction is a node for 

Hutong residents to stop and greet each other [18, 19]. The 

interconnected nature of Hutong provides good accessibility, 

which makes Hutong residents easier to meet each other [20]. 

Hutong's corners are the social interaction and entertainment 

places for Hutong residents. The residents of Hutong are used 

to placing their furniture at the corner of the Hutong to chat, 

play cards, play Chinese chess, and drink tea [17, 21, 22]. It is 

a lifestyle for Hutong residents to arrange public spaces 

according to their needs and they only occupy the corners of 

Hutong, because Hutong residents do not want to disturb 

others when they are sitting outside [23]. 

Although there are many interesting activities in Hutong, 

the limited research on the classification of residents' public 

lives in Hutong shows that there is a no comprehensive 

framework about the public lives of Hutong residents. Only 

three researchers recently proposed categories for Hutong 

residents' public lives. Wang [12] conducted his observation 

work on Nanluogu Xiang using the public life theory of Gehl 

and Svarre [3] directly. He classified Hutong residents’ public 

life into the behavior of sitting, standing, and walking. As 

mentioned above, Gehl and Svarre's [3] theory is widely used 

by public life researchers worldwide. However, some unique 

activities of Hutong residents are easily ignored by using this 

general theory. For example, some bird keepers in Hutong 

would like to walk with their pets or hang their bird cages 

outside [23, 24]. These people walking with their birds aim to 

find a place to enjoy their birds' singing and dancing. Besides, 

birds are also a medium for social interaction, because bird 

keepers in the same community would like to gather in the 

same place nearby. It can be found that walking with birds 

contains serious actions of sitting, standing, and walking, so it 

is not easy to categorize it into the independent classification 

of Gehl and Svarre's [3] theory.  

 

Table 1. The recent decade's qualitative data collection method of public life studies 

 
Author (Year) Qualitative data collection Unusual tool Instrument used 

Aulia and Napitupulu [25] Documentations; observations; interviews No  

Aliyas and Jafari [26] Observations No  

Manta et al. [8] Interviews No Telephone 

Zapata and Honey-Rosés [27] Observations No  

Honey-Rosés [28] Observations No  

Mattsson [29] Documentations; observations; audiovisual and digital materials No  

Williams et al. [13] Audiovisual and digital materials Yes Bench; sandwich board 

Shen and Liu [9] Observations; audiovisual and digital materials No Drone photography 

Hoffimann et al. [14] Interviews; Audiovisual and digital materials No Smartphone application 

Antonio [30] Interviews No  

Hooper et al. [10] Document; audiovisual and digital materials No GIS software 

Hipp et al. [7] Documentations, interviews No Telephone, E-mail 

Van Hecke et al. [31] Interviews No  

Akers [24] Interviews; observation; case study No  

Wang [12] Documents; interviews; observations, audiovisual and digital materials No GIS software 

Li et al. [32] Observations; interviews; audiovisual and digital materials No DEPTHMAP software 

Mateo-babiano [33] Observations No  

Akira et al. [34] Observations No  

Moreno [35] Audiovisual and digital materials No AJAX software 

Simões Aelbrecht [36] Observations No  
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Zhang and Lu [37] have proposed a classification of the 

public life of Hutong residents as a part of the result for 

evaluating Hutong residential satisfaction. They classified 

residents’ daily life into overall outdoor activity, physical 

exercise, social gathering and entertainment, and shopping. 

Recent studies have shown that Zhang and Lu's [37] 

classification is no longer accurate. In detail, they thought 

washing clothes, washing vegetables, and playing with 

children all belonged to the overall outdoor activity category. 

However, after the government upgraded the infrastructure of 

Hutong, few residents washed their clothes and vegetables 

outside their houses. Besides, fewer children are playing in the 

public space of Hutong now. Most of them prefer to play in 

the park or squares outside Hutong. Playing in Hutong seems 

to be a compromise to their parents to keep them safe [38]. 

The last category of public life for Hutong residents was 

proposed by Zhang [39], aiming to investigate the residential 

satisfaction of a unique form of apartment in Hutong. She 

classified the public life of Hutong residents into social 

interaction and cultural activity. In her research area, this 

classification is suitable because the architectural form of the 

apartments has limited public space, and the main content of 

residents' public lives there is socializing [24, 40, 41]. It is also 

necessary to classify cultural activities separately because it is 

hard to classify some Hutong residents' behaviors according to 

western theory. For example, at night of the Mid-Autumn 

Festival, Chinese people would like to enjoy the moonlight 

with their families [39], and the way of enjoying it is diverse. 

Some residents of Hutong might stroll outside, others prefer to 

stay on the bar's terrace, and someone might enjoy the 

moonlight on their balconies. Categorizing these behaviors as 

cultural activities would make it easier to describe the public 

life of Hutong residents. Because of the diversity of activities 

in the public space of Hutong, Zhang's [39] classification is 

not sufficient when the scope of the study becomes larger. 

Zhang and Lu [37] found that some residents like to stroll for 

exercise in Hutong. However, this behavior is neither social 

interaction nor cultural activity. As a result, it is hard to 

determine a suitable category for the public life of Hutong 

residents. Hence, the researcher planned to test the reliability 

of watching the TikTok live streaming by comparing the data 

from TikTok and those from the field research. Previous 

studies on Hutong public life were served as the basis for 

thematic analysis. 

   

2.3 Police about Hutong conservation 

 

Study about the public life of Hutong residents is a 

meaningful topic for Chinses scholars. As a kind of 

architectural heritage, Beijing Hutong has experienced 700 

years of history from the Yuan Dynasty to the present [15, 42, 

43]. Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, 

Hutongs have undergone demolition, expansion, renovation, 

conservation, and restoration. From 1949 to the 1990s, 

Hutongs have long been considered an obstacle to urban 

modernization. During this period, many Hutongs were 

destroyed. At the same time, the architectural forms of the 

Siheyuans in the surviving Hutongs were greatly altered by the 

population explosion in Beijing's inner city [12, 42, 44]. In 

1999, the Beijing government began to recognize the historical 

value of Hutongs, and the Beijing government has planned 25 

historical and cultural protection blocks. In the historical and 

cultural preservation area, the Beijing government has sought 

to restore the architectural form of Hutongs according to the 

Hutong presence in Qing Dynasty. There are 43 historical and 

cultural protection blocks in the inner city of Beijing, proving 

the Beijing government has been paying attention to protecting 

Hutongs. 

As a kind of residential area, although the Beijing 

government has held different attitudes towards Hutong 

protection in different periods, it has never ignored the quality 

of life of Hutong residents. In the early days of the PRC 

administration, the Beijing government has been encouraging 

residents of Hutong to build more houses in their Siheyuan to 

solve their housing problem. Especially during the 1976 

Tangshan earthquake, many houses were built in Hutongs to 

accommodate refugees [24, 45, 46]. In 1978, the Beijing 

government conducted a project to renovate the dilapidated 

houses in Hutong. This activity aimed to build a new type of 

Siheyuan, which could give Hutong residents more living 

space and better infrastructure without affecting their living 

habits. However, the project was halted in 1993 after some 

residents refused to live in this new type of Siheyuan [39, 47, 

48]. 

Since 2007, more attention has been paid to the residents of 

Hutongs. In 2007, the Beijing government began to improve 

Hutongs' infrastructure, such as sewers, electricity, and 

heating [49]. This action made Hutong have their toilets, 

kitchens, and bathrooms. In 2011, Protection Planning of 

Beijing's Historical and Cultural Cities during the 12th Five-

Year Plan Period [50] decided to repair the public facilities of 

Hutong, aiming to sustain an ideal public space for Hutong 

residents. Since the 1990s, Hutong has gradually become a 

popular tourist site, making Hutong a kind of Beijing symbol 

[45, 51-54]. However, the development of tourism brings 

many troubles to hutong residents. Hence, In the latest policy, 

Design Guidelines for the Preservation and Renewal of 

Historical and Cultural Blocks in Beijing [55], the Beijing 

government has decided to reduce tourism's impact on 

Hutong's living function. 

The policy on Hutong conservation indicates that the 

Beijing government has been working to improve the living 

standards of Hutong residents while protecting the 

architectural form of Hutong. However, section 2.2 showed no 

complete result about Hutong residents' lifestyles that can 

reflect the relationship between residents' behaviors and 

attributes of Hutong. Hence, it is necessary to investigate the 

content of Hutong residents' public lives as fundamental for 

Hutong conservation studies. 

 

 

3. RESEARCH METHOD 

 

3.1 Introduction of TikTok 
 

TikTok is a social media platform that originated from a 

smartphone application with the function of a short video 

released by a Chinese company called ByteDance in 2016 [56]. 

In 2017, TikTok added a new function, live streaming. Making 

anchors for live streaming has become a new job in recent 

years. Anchors performed live streaming platforms and 

interacted with fans in real time. Fans support the anchors 

through rewards and payments [2]. Live streaming channel 

types on TikTok are currently dominated by live shopping, 

live show, and live game. The form of live shopping is diverse. 

Some anchors would like to sell their products like an online 

sales clerk. Some anchors prefer to show their talent to 

increase the number of people watching their live stream 
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online, and the products they sell relate to their showing talent. 

In order to give audiences a more profound experience of 

products, some anchors will try their products by themselves, 

especially those who are selling discounts on restaurants, bars, 

or hotels. Following these anchors, the audience can 

experience the local life of their place. It could also be a new 

way to replace field research for data collection. 

 

 
 

Figure 1. The interface of TikTok live stream 

 

Figure 1 shows the interfaces of the TikTok live streaming. 

From left to right, the number one picture is the original 

interface of TikTok showing short videos. The magnifying 

glass label illustrated by the red box is the button for 

researching. The interface would jump to picture two if users 

touched the research button. In picture two, the red box 

illustrates the research bar where users can input keywords for 

their interests. People can type any words they want to jump 

to the interface of picture three. Picture three shows users' 

research results showing diverse categories, including short 

videos, users' IDs, products, live streaming, music, location, 

and related topics. The red areas of picture three are the live 

streaming image relating to keywords typed in the research bar. 

Users can choose any channel through the sliding screen and 

enter the channels by typing the screen twice. The last picture 

is the live streaming interface. To give an excellent experience 

to audiences, anchors selling discounts on restaurants, bars, or 

hotels would keep their cameras' direction similar to their eyes, 

giving audiences the sense of being there. Audiences can 

interact with anchors through the dialog box illustrated by the 

red box. In order to keep the live streaming room active and 

attract more people-watching, anchors will be happy to 

interact with the audiences. Besides, anchors are used to 

following the same routes every day, and their range of action 

is predictable because they are only active around the 

restaurants, bars, or hotels they serve.  

Based on TikTok's live streaming function, it can be found 

that conducting observation for data collection through 

watching TikTok live streaming is feasible. Researchers can 

choose the live streaming rooms whose anchors' active areas 

are similar to their research areas. During watching live 

streaming, researchers can ask anchors to show the live 

streaming views to the research. Most anchors are very 

familiar with their active areas, so researchers can conduct a 

brief interview with anchors to make the data from live 

streaming easier to understand. Watching TikTok can only 

replace the way of a participant as the observer, meaning 

anchors act the role of the special observers in the data 

collection process. In addition, it is unsuitable to use TikTok 

live streaming for the observation work that requires staying 

in one place for a long time because most outdoor anchors of 

TikTok are used to keeping moving while conducting live 

streaming. 

 

3.2 Research procedure 

 

Figure 2 is the flow chart of this research. Similar to 

Williams et al. [13] method to investigate the reliability of the 

new data collection method. This research compared the 

results from TikTok live streaming with those from the field 

research to investigate whether watching TikTok live 

streaming is reliable. In 2021, the researcher conducted an 

ethnographic survey in the Nanluogu Xiang areas. Researchers 

investigated the public life of Hutong residents by strolling 

along the Hutong. The field research was conducted in four 

phases sequentially. The first phase was from 13rd to17th in 

January; the second was from 12nd to16th in March; the third 

was from 4th to 8th in May; and the fourth was from 15th to 

19th in July. In the process of field research. To ensure that the 

people observed were Hutong residents, the researcher paid 

particular attention to the people gathered at corners or 

junctions of Hutongs. The researcher also tracked the people 

who gathered there to investigate the moving behaviors of the 

Hutong residents.  

 

 
 

Figure 2. Image of methodology flow chart 

 

From March 7th to April 3rd, 2022, the researcher observed 

Hutong residents’ public life by watching TikTok live to 

stream. The researcher recorded the activities of residents in 

Hutong public space by screenshots of live streaming images. 

At the same time, the researcher has interacted with the anchor 

in order to better describe the rules contained in the 

screenshots. Finally, the activities of residents in Hutong 

public space from TikTok and field research were analyzed 

based on Hutong residents' public life classifications from 

previous studies using NVivo. The researcher has compared 

the results obtained by watching TikTok live streaming with 

those from previous studies and the author's field research. If 

the results from TikTok live streaming are similar to those 

from field research, it proves that watching TikTok live 

streaming is helpful for public life studies in Hutong. Four 

anchors' channels were chosen for watching. The first anchor's 

(called G) live time is daily from 9 am to 12 pm. He has been 

a tour guide working in Beijing for 20 years. The second 

anchor's (called Y) live time is daily from 12 pm to 2 pm and 

6 pm to 8 pm. anchor Y is a native of Beijing with 30 years of 

living experience in Hutong. The third anchor (called A) often 

conducts live steaming every evening from 6 pm to 8 pm. She 

has lived in Hutong for ten years. The last anchor's (called Z) 

living time is 10 am to 1 pm. He is a native of Beijing and has 

worked as a tour guide for 10 years. Unlike other anchors, 

anchor Z does not conduct live streaming every day.  

The researcher found these four anchors used TikTok's 

search function. First, the researcher typed Beijing Hutongs 

into the search box of TikTok. Then, TikTok pushed the all the 

live streaming rooms related to Beijing Hutongs to researchers. 

After watching all the live streaming rooms, the researchers 

finally decided on the four anchors mentioned above. The 
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contents of these anchors’ living streaming are strolling 

around the Hutong community and introducing the stories, 

histories, or exciting things about Hutong. When they are 

living, the directions of the live shots are in the same direction 

as they are looking. In other words, the audience watching 

their live streaming can feel like strolling in the Hutong. The 

primary purpose of their live streaming is to get more fans for 

their accounts to make it easier to sell products. Besides, they 

never stop during the live streaming to specifically introduce 

what they sell. In addition, after watching their live streaming, 

the researchers thought these four anchors were very familiar 

with the lifestyle of Hutong residents and the history of 

Hutong. The researcher can ask the anchors when watching 

live streaming, making data analysis more accurate. The 

ultimate purpose of the research on Hutong residents' public 

life is to find ways to improve the quality of Hutong public 

space. Therefore, whether the data are collected by watching 

TikTok or field research, this research only focuses on the 

activities that can interact with the public space in Hutong. 

 

 

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 

4.1 Public life of Hutong residents from field research 

 

The observation of field research has got 148 photos of 

Hutong residents' activities in the public space of Hutong. The 

researchers described the behavior of the Hutong residents in 

each photo and conducted a thematic analysis of the 

descriptions. The results showed that the public life of Hutong 

residents is individual, cultural, and group entertainment. 

Individual activity means public life conducted by one person; 

Group entertainment is the gathering activities giving people 

feel of funny; Cultural activity is the activities related to art, 

culture, and traditional Chinese festivals [39]. This 

classification modifies the results of previous studies. 
 

 
(a)                                       (b) 

 

Figure 3. (a) The word cloud about public lives of Hutong 

residents from field research (b) The word cloud about public 

lives of Hutong residents from TikTok 

 

As mentioned in section 2.2, categories of public lives of 

Hutong residents from previous studies are individual outdoor 

activity, social gathering and entertainment, cultural activity, 

physical exercise, and shopping. While after field research, the 

researcher found that some behaviors can classify into more 

than one category simultaneously. For example, some elderlies 

prefer to stroll for exercise and always stroll alone [12, 19, 24, 

57]. This behavior can both be classified into physical exercise 

and individual outdoor activity. Besides, residents with long 

experience in Hutong are used to sitting outside and enjoying 

the sunlight. They might get some exciting communication 

from their familiars passing by. Hence, some residents thought 

basking was a way of entertainment, making this behavior 

hard to be categorized. As a result, it is more suitable to 

simplify the public lives of Hutong residents into individual 

activity, group entertainment, and cultural activity. Figure 4 

shows detail of Hutong residents' public lives. The individual 

activities include standing for basking, sitting for leisure or 

basking, taking a dog for a walk, and strolling for exercise; the 

cultural activities are fun games, meeting with managers, and 

popularizing scientific knowledge; and the group 

entertainment is only chatting. Figure 3(a) shows that strolling 

for exercise is the most frequent public life for Hutong 

residents, then, in turn, standing for basking, sitting for leisure, 

or basking and chatting. 

 

 
 

Figure 4. The contents of Hutong residents’ public lives 

from field research 

 

4.2 The public life of Hutong residents from TikTok 

 

There are 510 screenshots of TikTok live streaming Hutong 

residents' activities in the public space of Hutong. The 

researchers described the behavior of the Hutong residents in 

each screenshot and conducted a thematic analysis of the 

descriptions. Figure 5 shows that the activities observed by 

TikTok live streaming were summarized into the categories 

obtained from the field research. However, the researcher 

found no cultural activities watching TikTok live streaming. 

Cultural activities in Hutong are organized by the community 

in a particular room of Hutong [46]. The schedule of each 

activity would be announced on the Hutong community's 

social media, but most people are unaware of these cultural 

activities. Hence, even though anchor Y and anchor A are 

Hutong residents with long living experiences, it is hard for 

them to show the data about these cultural activities. The 

absence of cultural activities cannot prove that field research 

is irreplaceable. The researcher has found the social media of 

Nanluogu Xiang, which is a platform to inform the situation of 

the cultural activities. Anyone can read the information on this 

platform, including non-Hutong residents. In other words, 

researchers who watch TikTok live streaming for data 

collection can make up for data deficiencies through 

documentation. 

 

 
 

Figure 5. The contents of Hutong residents’ public lives 

from TikTok 
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Figure 6. The contents of Hutong residents’ public lives 

happened outside Hutong from TikTok 

 

By comparing Figure 3(a) and Figure 3(b), The more 

keywords in Figure 3(b) show that TikTok live streaming can 

reveal more content than field research. Watching TikTok live 

to collect data is more accessible than fieldwork. The 

researcher needs to watch their phones and take screenshots of 

important moments. The time to collect the data equals the 

time to watch the live streaming that the researcher does not 

need to waste part of their time running around like fieldwork. 

Solving the conflicts arising from previous studies and field 

research has further demonstrated the advantages of watching 

TikTok live stream.  

The research found it hard to see residents gathering in 

Hutong. There are two anticipants about this phenomenon 

initially. First, most of the buildings in Hutong are used for 

tourism development like bars, hotels, or restaurants meaning 

there are fewer residents living in Hutong practically [15, 18, 

52]. Second, most Hutong residents prefer to leisure outside 

Hutong because of convenient public transportation and the 

surrounding environment for Hutong communities [34]. 

Residents of Hutong said both public space of Hutong and 

parks or squares nearby are all their leisure places, but they did 

not give the reason for this. Besides, they also did not express 

which places could make them feel better. Because of limited 

information from the interview, it is difficult to prove which 

anticipants are correct.  

TikTok live streaming has shown abundant evidence about 

this helping to solve the problem. Figure 6 shows that the 

Hutong residents' activities outside Hutong are diverse. There 

are spontaneous cultural activities here, dancing, singing, and 

photography; Group activities are no longer limited to chatting. 

Residents of Hutong can play ping pong or shuttlecock 

together; More equipment and larger space allowed Hutong 

residents to have more options for exercise, such as running or 

stretching. Besides, the author found fewer children seen in 

Hutong. Previous studies showed that most children prefer to 

play outside Hutong [38]. While the elderly Hutong residents 

said fewer children are playing because they are busy with 

their studies. Data from TikTok live streaming showed that 

parents would like to take their children to parks or squares for 

playing. Due to the limited energy of researchers, they can 

only collect data at the research sites within the target leading 

the uncomprehensive results. However, it can be sure that 

watching TikTok can get more comprehensive data than field 

research. The four anchors chosen by the researcher often 

strolled to the park or square near the Hutong while conducting 

a live stream. Hence, the researcher can observe more public 

life of Hutong residents. In addition, many people are in the 

public space outside Hutong, including non-Hutong residents. 

It is difficult for fieldworkers to determine whether the 

activities they observe were conducted Hutong residents.  

While for TikTok live streaming, when the researcher is 

unsure whether the observed behavior is a habit of Hutong 

residents, they can ask the anchor. Since anchors are familiar 

with the way of life of Hutong residents, their answers are 

available for reference. 

 

 

5. CONCLUSION 
 

TikTok live streaming is an effective method to measure 

people's responses in studies on people-place relationships. It 

can provide sufficient data on what is going on in the research 

area. Watching TikTok live streaming can collect data can, 

effectively reduce human job investment, and can obtain more 

data than field research at the same time. However, watching 

TikTok live streaming for data collection is not perfect, and 

some hard-to-find data needs to be made up in other ways. 

Watching TikTok is beneficial under the block policy caused 

by COVID-19 so that researchers can get comprehensive data 

under quarantine. Therefore, TikTok live streaming is reliable 

for eliciting empirical evidence from public life studies. 

Besides, TikTok also has a function for social interaction. 

Every anchor has fan groups that will inform their fans when 

they will open their live streaming. In order to watch live 

streaming in time, the researcher joined the groups of anchor 

Y and anchored G. Communication in the group was active, 

and all the group members were interested in the Hutong 

lifestyle. Hence, the researcher thought that if researchers 

could interview their research topic in TikTok's chatting group, 

TikTok would be a more effective data collection instrument. 

Future research can use the interview data from field research 

to compare the data obtained from the social function of 

TikTok to test the reliability of TikTok for interviews. If using 

TikTok for interviews is reliable, field research may be 

replaced entirely by TikTok data collection someday. 
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