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PREFACE

This series originated with the need for academia and practitioners to exchange knowledge
and experience on the way to handle the increasing risk of natural and human-made disasters.
Recent major earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes, floods and other natural phenomena have
resulted in huge losses in terms of human life and property destruction. A new range of human-
made disasters have afflicted humanity in modern times; terrorist activities have been added to
more classical disasters such as those due to the failure of industrial installations for instance.

It is important to understand the nature of these global risks to be able to develop strategies to
prepare for these events and plan effective responses in terms of disaster management and the
associated human health impacts.

The papers contained in this issue have been written by academics and professionals and
represent some of the latest developments in the field.
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