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The study is aimed at better understanding modern aspects of criminal law ensuring sustainable 

development in the Middle East in the context of combating financial fraud. The process of 

combating financial fraud has been proven to be key to achieving sustainable development in 

the Middle East. Combating financial fraud is a key element of ensuring the region's 

sustainable development, as financial crime can seriously undermine economic sustainability 

and confidence in the financial system. An effective criminal law response to financial fraud 

helps protect investments, consumers and businesses, which is vital to maintaining a healthy 

economic climate. In addition, the fight against financial crime enhances law and order in 

society, which is the basis for sustainable social and economic development. In addition, the 

main manifestations of financial fraud in the Middle East were identified. The object of the 

study is the system of criminal legal support for sustainable development in the Middle East. 

The research methodology involves the use of modern analysis methods, in particular, Multi-

Criteria Decision-Making (MCDM) Method methodology. Based on the results of the study, 

key types of financial fraud affecting the criminal legal system for sustainable development in 

the Middle East were identified. The study is limited by the fact that a limited number of types 

of financial fraud were selected during the analysis process. In future studies, it is planned to 

expand the number of types of monetary fraud to analyze their effects for ensuring sustainable 

development. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

The modern criminal law system plays a key role in 

ensuring sustainable, uninterrupted sustainable development. 

Primarily we are talking about monitoring compliance with 

laws and punishing violations of laws related to environmental 

protection, rational use of resources, protection of human 

rights, social and economic justice. With a high level of 

efficiency of this system, an environment with a low crime rate 

is formed in the region, and the fairness of this system 

contributes to economic and social growth, which are 

fundamental elements of the modern paradigm of sustainable 

development. The criminal law system is aimed at ensuring the 

protection of the most vulnerable groups of the population, 

guaranteeing through its activities the observance of parity 

rights in the distribution of social, economic and other 

benefits. At the same time, if the criminal legal system is 

ineffective, corrupt or unfair, its implementation can become 

a significant impediment, causing environmental and 

environmental conditions to deteriorate and social and 

economic inequality to prevail in society. Such a system will 

not only be damaging in the present, but will also undermine 

the prospects for a sustainable and prosperous future. 

At the present stage of development of world economic and 

social processes, ensuring sustainable development in Middle 

East is of particular importance. One of the key aspects of this 

is the effectiveness of criminal law mechanisms, in particular 

in the context of combating financial fraud. The importance of 

criminal law regulation lies not only in protecting the 

economic interests of citizens and businesses, but also in 

stabilizing the overall financial system. The lack of effective 

legislative and law enforcement mechanisms can lead to an 

increase in financial fraud, which in turn undermines 

confidence in the financial system and threatens the economic 

security of the region. 

Financial fraud poses a serious threat to sustainable 

development. It not only harms individual investors and 

companies, but also has a profound impact on the economy as 

a whole. This creates barriers to investment, reduces trust in 

financial institutions, leads to a loss of public resources and 

generally harms economic growth. 

Therefore, the relevance of the topic of criminal law 

ensuring sustainable development in the context of combating 

financial fraud is undeniable. The problem of financial fraud 

includes a wide range of issues - from the imperfection of 

legislative norms to problems in their implementation and 

application. This requires a comprehensive analysis and 

development of comprehensive approaches to improving the 

criminal legal system in order to strengthen law and order. 

An important aspect is also international experience in this 

field, which can provide valuable ideas and solutions to the 

local context. Analysis of successful practices of other 

countries, their legislation and enforcement activities in the 

field of combating financial crimes can become a key element 
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in the formation of effective strategies to combat financial 

fraud. 

The Middle East is a region of significant geopolitical 

importance and complexity, which often impacts its economic 

policies and legal structures. Legal support for sustainable 

development can help stabilize the region by reducing the 

vulnerability of its financial systems to misuse and corruption, 

which in turn can alleviate some of the tensions that arise from 

economic disparities and the misallocation of resources. 

Effective criminal law enforcement against financial fraud 

strengthens governance and the rule of law by demonstrating 

a commitment to justice and ethical economic practices. This, 

in turn, fosters a more stable legal and regulatory environment, 

encouraging further investment and development. For 

sustainable development, strong governance is essential as it 

ensures that development gains are not eroded by corruption 

or malfeasance. 

The importance of this issue at the regional level cannot be 

overestimated, because regions often have unique economic 

conditions and specific challenges in the field of financial 

security. Effective criminal legal regulation in the field of 

combating financial fraud at the regional level can 

significantly enhance economic stability, create a favorable 

environment for business and attract investment. In addition, a 

regional approach allows for greater sensitivity to local 

characteristics and needs, resulting in more effective solutions 

to financial crime problems. This approach may include the 

development of specific regulations, the formation of local law 

enforcement agencies with specialization in the field of 

financial crimes, and the creation of effective mechanisms for 

interdepartmental interaction. Such an integrated approach 

provides greater efficiency in the fight against financial 

crimes, taking into account the specifics and needs of a 

particular region. 

Thus, the study of this topic has not only academic, but also 

practical weight, since it can contribute to the development of 

recommendations for improving the legislative framework and 

the practice of its application, which is extremely important 

for ensuring stability and progress in the Middle East. 

The study is aimed at better understanding modern aspects 

of criminal law ensuring sustainable development in the 

Middle East in the context of combating financial fraud. The 

process of combating financial fraud has been proven to be key 

to achieving sustainable development in the Middle East. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Developing the issue of criminal legal support for 

sustainable development in the Middle East in the context of 

combating financial fraud is impossible without researching 

modern sources, which is key to understanding and improving 

methods of combating financial crimes. Due to the constantly 

evolving nature of financial fraud, especially in the context of 

globalization and digitalization, contemporary research 

provides important insights into the effectiveness of existing 

criminal legal mechanisms and reveals new opportunities for 

their improvement. Analysis of current literature allows not 

only to identify new challenges and trends in the field of 

financial fraud, but also to develop comprehensive approaches 

to counter them, which ultimately contributes to the 

sustainable development in Middle East. 

Kryshtanovych et al [1]. delve into the methodical 

approaches to countering threats to economic security, 

particularly in the protection of national interests. Their work 

provides a comprehensive framework for understanding how 

systemic economic threats can be addressed through targeted 

legal mechanisms, which is crucial for crafting effective legal 

strategies against financial fraud. The authors emphasize the 

integration of national security concerns with economic 

policies, which offers valuable insights for structuring 

criminal law to support sustainable development through 

stability in financial systems. 

In the work of Rushchyshyn et al. [2] the focus is on the 

regulatory and legal components essential for ensuring a 

state’s financial security. Their research underlines the 

importance of robust legal frameworks in safeguarding against 

economic crises and financial crimes, including fraud. This 

article is particularly relevant as it explores the effectiveness 

of current legislative measures and highlights areas where 

additional legal provisions could fortify defenses against 

financial misconduct. Their findings suggest that a dynamic 

regulatory approach, capable of adapting to evolving financial 

fraud tactics, is crucial for maintaining economic integrity and 

by extension, sustainable development. Hammouri [3] 

addresses the socio-economic aspects of criminal law security 

in Jordan, offering a regional perspective on how justice 

systems can influence economic stability and development. By 

analyzing the effectiveness of criminal law in mitigating 

financial crimes, Hammouri’s study sheds light on the broader 

socio-economic impacts that such legal frameworks can have. 

His findings suggest that a well-calibrated criminal law system 

not only deters financial fraud but also strengthens societal 

trust in the legal and economic systems, thereby promoting a 

stable environment conducive to sustainable development. 

Thus, a study by Anderson et al. [4] focuses on developing 

a systemic model of the impact of sustainable development 

goals. This is important for understanding the relationships 

between different sustainable development goals and their 

impact on economic security. Similar is the study of Rosati 

and Faria [5], exploring the contribution of business to 

sustainability strategy, in particular the early adoption of 

reporting on the Sustainable Development Goals. This study 

highlights the role of the private sector in combating financial 

fraud [4, 5]. 

Zager et al. [6] analyze the role and responsibility of 

auditors in preventing and detecting financial fraud. This study 

highlights the importance of auditing within the criminal 

justice framework for sustainable development. In turn, Baesu 

and Bejinaru [7] focus on knowledge management strategies 

for leadership in the digital business environment. The 

importance of this research is that it points to the need to adapt 

criminal legal systems to the new challenges of the digital 

economy [6, 7]. 

Ching-Chiang et al. [8] propose a hybrid model for 

detecting financial fraud using fuzzy set theory and machine 

learning techniques. This research is important for developing 

effective methods for detecting financial fraud. Vian et al. [9] 

examined multistakeholder initiatives that promote 

transparency, accountability, and access, particularly in the 

context of physician transparency. This study is important for 

understanding the role of different stakeholders in combating 

financial fraud [8, 9]. 

An interesting study by Sylkin et al. [10]. It focuses on 

analyzing the financial stability and safety of engineering 

enterprises, which is a key aspect in the context of crisis 

management. This research provides important guidance on 

how financial security can be assessed and improved across 
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different sectors, which has a direct impact on the 

effectiveness of criminal enforcement measures against 

financial fraud. A similar study by Saha and Sen [11]. This 

study examines the relationship between corruption and 

economic growth and the influence of political regimes on this 

relationship [10, 11]. 

In his work, Goncharenko and Sybachin [12], consider the 

digitalization of the national economy. This research is 

important and relevant as digitalization can impact financial 

fraud management practices, including the use of emerging 

technologies to detect and prevent fraud. 

A number of authors resort to modeling when it comes to 

combating financial fraud. Yes, Jan [13] presented a model for 

detecting financial fraud in financial statements that is 

important for the sustainable development of financial markets 

using Taiwan as a case study. This model can be used to 

complement the criminal law mechanisms discussed in your 

study to improve the effectiveness of combating financial 

fraud. While Bracci et al. [14] examined risk management and 

control systems in the public sector. 

Despite significant modern research, the issue of combating 

financial fraud in the context of criminal law ensuring 

sustainable development in the Middle East remains 

insufficiently studied and requires further improvement. 

Although existing research provides a valuable overview of 

tools and approaches to combat this phenomenon, it also 

reveals gaps in knowledge and practical application. This is 

especially important given the constant evolution of financial 

fraud techniques and the dynamic nature of the global 

economic environment. Thus, there is an urgent need for 

further research and development of more effective and 

adaptive criminal legal mechanisms to ensure sustainable 

development in Middle East. 

3. METHODOLOGY

Multi-Criteria Decision-Making hierarchical (MCDM) 

methodology is a powerful tool for decision making in 

complex situations where multiple criteria and alternatives 

must be considered. This methodology involves breaking 

down a problem into a hierarchy consisting of objectives, 

criteria, sub-criteria and alternatives. It allows you to 

systematize and quantify the influence of various factors on 

the final decision, ensuring objectivity and clarity of the 

decision-making process. 

To analyze the current criminal justice system in the Middle 

East, in particular in the fight against financial fraud, we will 

use MCDM, which will be used to evaluate different strategies 

and approaches. The implementation of this methodology will 

allow us to evaluate various types of legislative changes, 

technical tools and methods of the executive branch and their 

degree of effectiveness in combating financial crime. 

A key aspect of MCDM is the ability to perform aggregation 

and parallel analysis of expert opinions. In the criminal law 

system, this is especially important, since it makes it possible 

to analyze different points of view, highlight their essence and 

differences among specialists in various fields. In our case, 

these will be specialists from law enforcement agencies, 

financial services, justice and scientists in this field. Such a 

significant advantage allows us to form a comprehensive 

understanding of the problem and, based on this, determine the 

most effective ways to solve it. 

However, MCDM has a number of disadvantages that will 

not have a significant impact on the research, but listing them 

is an important element in the argumentation of the chosen 

methodology. Yes, this process is lengthy in terms of time. In 

addition, the quality of the final results largely depends on the 

accuracy and impartiality of the expert opinion, which leads to 

the careful selection of experts or specialists, as well as a 

sufficient level of their professionalism and experience. 

But, despite these shortcomings, MCDM has significant 

advantages in the context of the issue of analysis and planning 

of criminal law, in particular in the fight against financial 

fraud. It makes it possible to carry out detailed structuring and 

quantify the complex relationships between various aspects of 

the problem being studied, which will become a factor in the 

formation of effective strategies and action plans. The 

practical use of MCDM can be useful for the activities of law 

enforcement agencies and legislators, in the context of 

developing a coordinated action plan that will take into 

account all aspects and problem areas, ensuring a prompt and 

effective response to the facts of financial crimes in the system 

of sustainable development. 

As part of our research, we used the expert survey method, 

which is a key tool for collecting qualified opinions and 

assessments of specialists in the field of financial law and 

economic security. This approach allowed us to gain a deeper 

understanding of the different aspects of the impact of 

financial fraud on the sustainable development of the region. 

The expert survey helped identify key types of financial fraud, 

assess their impact and identify priorities for further legal and 

policy action. This provides a more objective and 

comprehensive approach to analyzing the complex 

phenomenon of financial fraud and its implications for 

regional development. 

The criteria for the MCDM were defined through a 

combination of literature review and preliminary expert 

consultations. This ensured that the criteria are both 

comprehensive and relevant to the specific context of the 

Middle East. These criteria encompass various dimensions of 

the legal system, including legislative robustness, enforcement 

capabilities, coordination among financial regulatory bodies, 

and public awareness and trust in the legal measures. For the 

selection of experts, the Delphi method was employed to 

enhance the robustness and credibility of the MCDM analysis. 

The Delphi method is particularly effective in achieving a 

reliable consensus on complex issues through a series of 

structured interactions. 

The Multi-Criteria Decision-Making hierarchical method 

may suffer from subjective evaluations, especially when the 

importance of criteria is determined based on expert opinions, 

which can lead to heterogeneity in evaluations. It can also be 

labor intensive and require a significant amount of data to 

accurately analyze. Expert analysis also faces problems of 

subjectivity, as well as the risk of excessive expert bias. In 

addition, involving a large number of experts may lead to 

difficulties in achieving consensus and require additional 

resources to coordinate their interaction. 

In addition, to better objectify the research process, we 

chose a specific region – Middle East. The reason for choosing 

this region is that the authors have already formed research 

communications with scientists and specialists in the field of 

combating financial fraud. 
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4. RESULTS OF RESEARCH

The criminal law system has a direct and significant impact 

on the processes and pace of sustainable development, in the 

context of the formation of a system of law enforcement aimed 

at ensuring social equality, the protection of environmental 

norms and standards, and economic development. At the same 

time, the implementation of a robust and effective criminal 

justice system will constrain activity, which may negatively 

impact the pace of sustainable development. This concerns the 

issue of corruption, which can take away key resources for 

sustainable development projects, as well as environmental 

crimes, which will have a direct destructive impact on the state 

of ecosystems and natural resources. In this regard, an 

important task of the criminal law system is the formation of 

mechanisms of transparency and publicity. In addition, this 

legal system plays an important role in protecting human 

rights, ensuring economic development and social guarantees. 

In general, the existence of an effective, transparent and 

accountable criminal justice system plays a key role for all 

processes in society, especially in the context of sustainable 

development, since its progress directly depends on the 

transparency of government institutions, as well as the 

economic and social development of society. 

Due to the importance of ensuring sustainable development 

in the Middle East, improving criminal protection against 

financial crimes becomes a key task. Financial fraud, which 

often leads to serious economic and social losses, is one of the 

main threats in this context. To effectively combat this 

phenomenon and improve the effectiveness of legal 

mechanisms, it is necessary to deeply understand its key 

aspects. In this direction, using the expert survey method, we 

identified five main types of financial fraud that have the 

greatest impact on the sustainable development of the Middle 

East. 

Next, we use Multi-Criteria Decision-Making hierarchical 

method and paire directical matrix to determine the impact of 

each of these types of fraud. This approach allows us to 

objectively assess and rank types of fraud with their potential 

impact on sustainable development. Through a systematic and 

structured analysis, using criteria defined on the basis of expert 

opinions, we seek to identify the most significant areas for 

improving the region's legal and regulatory framework in the 

context of combating financial fraud. 

Thus, through the method of expert analysis, we identified 

five key types of financial fraud that have the greatest impact 

on the sustainable development of the Middle East under 

study. For convenience, each type of financial fraud has been 

designated with a symbolic meaning (Figure 1). 

So, having defined the key criteria of our methodology, the 

first step is to conduct an even comparison of the criteria 

according to their importance by purpose. Each criterion is 

compared with each others and based on these comparisons a 

paire directical matrix formed. 

So, we have this scale for assessment, where: 

- 1 means that both elements have equal importance;

- 10 means that one element is much more important than

the other. 

The even comparison matrix in the hierarchical analysis 

method is constructed based on scores representing the relative 

importance of one element compared to another. The formula 

for each element Fij of the even comparison matrix is as 

follows: 

Fij = how many times element i is more important than 

element j 

where: 

•Fij – matrix element in row i and column j,

•i and j are indices representing the elements being

compared. 

This formula is used to populate the entire matrix, creating 

a square symmetrical matrix where each element represents 

the relative importance of one criterion compared to another 

(Figure 2).  

Figure 1. The main types of financial fraud that have the 

greatest impact on the sustainable development of the Middle 

East 

Figure 2. Paire directical matrix 

The next step will be the formation of a unitized matrix and 

calculation of the eigenvector. 

Thus, the formation of the matrix will occur according to 

the formula, where each element of the matrix Fij is divided 

by the sum of its column (1): 

𝑆𝐸𝑖𝑗 = 𝐹𝑖𝑗/ ∑ 𝐹𝑘𝑗
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where, SEij is a unitized indicator for normalizing values. In 

accordance with this formula, we created a unitized matrix 

(Table 1). 

Table 1. Unitized matrix for F1 

F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 

F1 0.438 0.490 0.439 0.381 0.333 

Now the same for others types of financial fraud that have 

the greatest impact on the sustainable development of the 

Middle East (Tables 2-5). 

Table 2. Unitized matrix for F2 

F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 

F2 0.219 0.245 0.293 0.286 0.267 

Table 3. Unitized matrix for F3 

F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 

F3 0.146 0.122 0.146 0.190 0.200 

Table 4. Unitized matrix for F4 

F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 

F4 0.109 0.082 0.073 0.095 0.133 

Table 5. Unitized matrix for F5 

F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 

F5 0.088 0.061 0.049 0.048 0.067 

Based on the data in the unitized matrix, we define an 

eigenvector (priority vector), which is a direct result of 

standardization of the paire directical matrix, and plays a key 

role in determining the relative importance of criteria in the 

MCDM method. Below is the formula for determining the 

eigen(priority vector) (2): 

𝜗𝑖 = 1/𝑛 ∗ ∑ 𝑆𝐸𝑖𝑗

𝑛

𝑗
(2) 

𝜗𝑖– is direct of the i-th criterion.

The results of the calculation of the priority vector are 

shown in Figure 3. 

The next step in this methodology is to check consistency. 

Consistency testing in the analysis hierarchical (MCDM) 

method is important to ensure the reliability and objectivity of 

the estimates made in the even comparison process. The first 

element of this step will be the calculation of the maximum 

eigenvalue (λmax). This is done by multiplying the even 

comparison matrix by the eigenvector and then dividing the 

resulting values by the eigenvector. The arithmetic mean of 

these values is λmax (3). 

max =  1/𝑛 ∑
(𝐹 ×  Priority vector)

Priority vector𝑖

𝑛

𝑖−1
(3) 

As a result of the calculations, the maximum eigenvalue 

(λmax) for each criterion is the same and equal to 5.068. This 

value will be used to calculate the Coherence Index (HI) and 

Coherence Ratio (HR). Since λmax is the same for all criteria, 

this confirms consistency in our estimates in the paire 

directical matrix (Table 6). 

Figure 3. Priority weights results 

Table 6. Completing the coherence task 

HI HR 

λmax-n/(n-1) HI/RI 

0.017 0.015 

With these results, we can confidently use the resulting 

eigenvectors to assess the importance of different types of 

financial fraud in the context of our study.  

As a result of the study, using the Multi-Criteria Decision-

Making hierarchical method, we established a specific ranking 

of types of financial fraud according to their impact on the 

sustainable development of the region. Based on the analysis 

and calculation of weighting coefficients for each criterion, it 

was determined that money laundering is the most significant 

and influential – 0.416. This type of fraud received the highest 

weight in our analysis, indicating its critical impact on the 

economic stability and development of the region. Further 

rankings include corporate fraud, internet fraud, tax fraud and 

investment fraud according to their specific weightings. These 

results provide valuable information for the development of 

targeted strategies and policies in the fight against financial 

crime to support sustainable development in the Middle East. 

By identifying the impacts of different types of financial 

fraud, sustainability authorities in the Middle East are able to 

significantly better organize their activities and effectively 

counter these threats. Understanding that money laundering 

has the greatest impact allows resources and attention to be 

focused on the most critical aspects of the problem. It also 

encourages more targeted strategies and policies that can 

target specific aspects and mechanisms of money laundering. 

This approach not only improves the effectiveness of the fight 

against financial crime, but also ensures more efficient use of 

resources, helping to strengthen economic resilience and 

sustainable development in the Middle East. 

Beyond money laundering, policy should also address other 

prevalent types of financial fraud identified in the study, such 

as embezzlement, identity theft, and fraudulent investment 

F1 Money laundering. This is the process of converting 

large amounts of money obtained from criminal 

activities into "legal" funds. Money laundering 

undermines the economic sustainability and legitimacy 

of financial institutions 

F4 Tax fraud. Tax evasion, filing false tax returns, or 

underreporting income. This deprives regions of 

important tax revenue that could be used for 

development 

High priority: 0.416 

Low priority: 0.099 
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schemes. Strengthening digital security measures is vital, 

given the increasing reliance on digital platforms for financial 

transactions. Policies should promote the adoption of 

advanced cybersecurity technologies, rigorous audits, and 

fraud detection systems by financial institutions. Moreover, 

creating public awareness campaigns to educate citizens and 

businesses about the risks of financial fraud and the best 

practices to avoid them can further mitigate the prevalence of 

these crimes. A comprehensive approach involving legislative 

actions, technological upgrades, and public education will 

provide a multi-faceted defense against financial fraud, 

thereby supporting sustainable economic development in the 

Middle East. 

5. DISCUSSIONS

Thus, our research makes a significant contribution to 

understanding and combating financial fraud, which is key to 

the sustainable development of the region. The use of the 

hierarchical alignment method to identify key types of 

financial fraud allows the study to focus on the most critical 

aspects of this problem, which differs from the general 

approaches in similar works. This method provides a deeper 

dive into the specifics of financial crimes, and also provides a 

more detailed picture of the impact of these crimes on 

sustainable development. To confirm the effectiveness of the 

results obtained, we compare our study with existing ones. 

Ruggiero [15] examines the relationship between 

sustainability and financial crime, analyzing how financial 

crime can impact sustainable development. While our study 

complements this by offering specific analysis of the types of 

financial fraud that most impact sustainable development in a 

regional context. 

Curti and Mihov [16] and Bardal et al. [17] examine 

recovery from financial fraud and the quality of national 

governance. Our study extends this perspective by using a top-

down approach to identify how specific types of financial 

fraud may impact sustainable development. 

In studies by Sun et al. [18] and Fatimah et al. [19] focus on 

improving municipal economic security management systems. 

While our work adds insight into how criminal enforcement 

can enhance economic security by addressing financial fraud. 

In a study by Gupta and Kumar [20] and Berrone et al. [21] 

examines the issue of personal identity theft as a gateway to 

greater financial crime. It highlights the need to focus on this 

aspect as a key component in the fight against financial fraud. 

Our study makes a valuable contribution by providing a 

systematic analysis of different types of financial fraud, 

including identity theft, and their impact on regional 

sustainable development. 

While Dolynska [22] discusses the evolution of legal 

regulation concerning digitalization in notarial activities, and 

Alazzam et al. [23] explored information models for e-

commerce platforms, the focus on legal responses to financial 

fraud in the Middle East offers a more specialized 

investigation into criminal law as a tool for sustainable 

economic stability. Unlike these studies that look at 

digitalization broadly, the article in question zeroes in on 

criminal justice responses to specific illegal activities 

undermining economic structures. 

Kronivets et al. [24] and Yesimov and Borovikova [25] 

address legal frameworks in educational processes and 

business rights, respectively. These areas, while crucial, differ 

from the direct impact of criminal law on economic 

sustainability as explored in the primary article. The Middle 

East-focused study directly links criminal legal structures with 

the broader economic and social stability of the region, which 

is less emphasized in the comparative references. 

Shakhatreh et al. [26] and Kopytko and Sylkin [27] 

examined corruption and homeland security within legal 

frameworks, but their focus on administrative corruption and 

land relations security does not delve into the specific 

challenges of financial fraud as a barrier to sustainable 

development. The primary article's examination of financial 

fraud, particularly money laundering, provides a focused 

insight into a key area that is both a symptom and a facilitator 

of broader systemic issues. Alazzam and Alshunnaq [28] 

discuss the development of creative thinking among lawyers, 

which, while important for evolving legal practices, does not 

address the practical application of legal principles in 

combating economic crimes as the primary article does. 

A study by Pradhan et al. [29] focuses on the relationship 

between ICT infrastructure and economic growth. Our 

research extends this perspective by demonstrating how ICT 

can be used not only to promote economic growth, but also to 

improve the effectiveness of criminal law enforcement against 

financial fraud. Similar is Hanna [30]'s study exploring the 

role of the state in the digital age. This study focuses on the 

need for active government participation in policy formation 

and regulation in the digital sphere. Our research makes an 

important contribution to understanding how criminal law 

mechanisms can be adapted and used to protect financial 

stability and support sustainable development in a rapidly 

changing digital world. 

Thus, our study has significant relevance and importance in 

the scientific context. It opens up new perspectives in 

understanding the role of criminal law in ensuring sustainable 

development in Middle East, in particular, in the context of 

combating financial fraud. In today's world, where financial 

crimes are becoming more complex and varied, your research 

highlights the need for criminal legal systems to adapt to these 

challenges. This makes our work an important contribution to 

the scientific debate, as well as a practical tool for improving 

criminal law policies in this area. 

6. CONCLUSIONS

Modern interaction between the criminal law system and 

sustainable development processes is multi-vector and 

complex. This is explained by the fact that the system of 

ensuring compliance with laws, including in areas that relate 

to and determine the pace of sustainable development, largely 

determines this complex process and acts as an enabling factor. 

Implementing an effective criminal justice system can 

minimize crime rates, resulting in increased levels of 

environmental sustainability and natural resource 

management. In addition, the effective implementation of the 

criminal law system will stimulate the development of 

economic and social equality, as well as increase the level of 

trust in justice, law enforcement and public authorities. Such a 

transparent and democratic environment will stimulate new 

investments and innovations in the field of sustainable 

development. But at the same time, ensuring a high level of 

efficiency of the criminal justice system requires cooperation 

between law enforcement agencies and the legislative branch, 

as well as the use of modern methods for developing strategies 
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and measures in this area. 

The relevance of research and improvement of criminal 

legal support for sustainable development in the Middle East, 

especially in the context of combating financial fraud, is 

extremely important in modern conditions. This is due to 

several key factors. First, the growing integration of world 

economies and the expansion of international trade are 

increasing the opportunities for transnational financial crime, 

requiring each region to be especially vigilant and prepared for 

such challenges. Secondly, the rapid development of 

technology, in particular in the financial sector, although it 

contributes to the increased efficiency and convenience of 

financial transactions, it also opens up new avenues for 

fraudsters and attackers. 

Given these challenges, the need to improve criminal law in 

the Middle East takes on special weight. Effective legislation 

and reliable law enforcement mechanisms are the foundation 

for protecting the economic interests of both individuals and 

businesses. They help create an environment in which 

financial fraudsters cannot easily operate, thereby reducing the 

risk of economic loss and increasing everyone's confidence in 

the Middle East's financial system. 

Increasing public awareness and education regarding 

financial security is also important. Informed citizens who can 

recognize and respond to potential threats are an important 

element in the financial fraud response chain. In addition, 

cooperation between government agencies, the private sector 

and international institutions is important in exchanging 

information and developing common strategies to combat 

financial crime. 

In the context of these challenges, research and 

improvement of criminal law enforcement of sustainable 

development in the Middle East is not only relevant, but also 

necessary to ensure economic stability and security at the local 

and global levels. It allows you to identify weaknesses in the 

legal system, develop and implement the necessary measures 

to eliminate them, thereby creating a solid foundation for the 

sustainable development of the region. 

Based on the results of the study, key types of financial 

fraud affecting the criminal legal system for sustainable 

development in the Middle East were identified. The study is 

limited by the fact that a limited number of types of financial 

fraud were selected during the analysis process. In future 

studies, it is planned to expand the number of types of 

monetary fraud to analyze their effects. 
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