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Various countries of the world endeavor to achieve a new paradigm of sustainability by 

preserving their heritage and history and avoid the risk of old process preservation. Therefore, 

this article adopts several concepts for investigating heritage areas and then builds a model 

based on spatial analysis using GIS. So, the main problem this article addresses is that planning 

does not rely on appropriate mechanisms for preserving the heritage area of Al-Nasiriyah in 

Dhi-Qar Governorate, Iraq, which has resulted in erosion and destruction of that area. 

Consequently, the article aims to determine the optimal process for the rehabilitation to the 

heritage city center, using spatial analysis mechanisms and to achieve urban sustainability. To 

do this, the article first discusses various countries' experiences in the field of heritage 

conservation to understand successful principles for implementing the new sustainable 

paradigm. Subsequently, the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) is used to calibrate and 

assign weights to the analysis mechanism. This process is based on the most prominent 

elements that depend on land uses and necessary services in the spatial analysis. After 

analyzing eight indicators, a consistency ratio of 0.47 was obtained, which is the acceptable 

excitation range in AHP standards. Finally, the study built a model in GIS to determine the 

most suitable area for the development of any city with the same condition. Therefore, the 

spatial analysis and model process identified Zones 2 and 3 as the most suitable for 

development, with Zone 4 being the optimal choice according to the MCDM analysis to be 

selected as the first area for development. Thus, this can limit the process of erosion of the 

urban heritage fabric due to the encroachment of commercial use and the rise in the value of 

achieving cultural sustainability. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Our world and the way we live are fundamentally shaped by 

what has come before and the decisions made about how to 

manage it [1, 2]. Accordingly, cities and communities are 

socially and culturally constructed places. Therefore, culture 

is a creative expression that is embodied and reflected 

in physical forms and locations as a result, of the living 

patterns that occur there, and the innovations and creative 

forms that those environments provide [3-5]. 

Whether heritage is, tangible or intangible  culture: 

represents the diversity of social history [6]. 
Whereas, all structures of cultural importance and the city 

site can be categorized as buildings' heritage [7, 8]. 
Likewise, Leitmann discusses that each heritage position 

provided a frame to the five senses of position, that is: ancient 

construction in addition to environment that generated the 

affiliation to the location and constitute the cultural identity 

and ancient relations [9, 10].Although many studies have 

shown culture as a fourth pillar of sustainability, the 

emergence of culture within the concept of sustainability was 

included for the first time on the international agenda for 

sustainable development, as part of the development goals 

adopted by the United Nations in 2015 [11-13]. 

Interestingly, in 2016 it was the urban sustainable 

development of cities within the “New Urban Agenda” in 

“Habitat III”, the United Nations Conference on Housing and 

Sustainable Urban Development (Ecuador, 2016), the 

Conference (Bogota, 2016), and the Association of United 

Cities and Local Governments. UCLG launched a Global 

Agenda for Local and Regional Governments for the 21st 

Century.” It also supported projects implemented for various 

cities around science through the Millennium Development 

Goals Achievement Fund to fulfil the role of culture as an 

engine of urban development through the “National Culture 

2016” campaign [14, 15]. 

So, to balance the cultural heritage and modern cultural 

production, different cultural models,  global and local 

influences, in urban environment can identify in phrases urban 

sustainability [16]. Both material and immaterial well-being, 

dynamic efficacy and intergenerational equality, rights to 

intergenerational equality, diversity preservation, the 

precautionary principle, cultural system maintenance, and 

recognition of interdependence [17]. 

They are together considered criteria for achieving 

sustainability in its new concept, which must be planned and 

managed in a way that guarantees the share of future 

generations in obtaining inherited cultural diversity [14, 18]. 
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Therefore, failure to preserve heritage, misunderstanding of 

our history, and determining how to deal with our cities today 

and their heritage sites undermine the share of future 

generations in obtaining their inheritance and robs future cities 

of their right to historical communication. Sustaining them 

with a new concept requires managing the past, and sets limits 

on how to live in them in the future [19, 20]. 

The article's hypothesis is: Al-Nasiriyah Heritage City 

Center (if appropriate conservation process) can provide 

economic and social returns for the current and future 

generations towards the new concept of sustainability. 

The problem addressed in the article is that traditional 

preservation policies need to be revised to protect the heritage 

center of the city from loss and erosion. Also, it cannot 

effectively contribute to achieving sustainable development.  

Therefore, the article aims to support the decision-maker by 

Analysis of heritage site advantage of spatial analysis 

mechanisms in (GIS) and AHP, (MCDM). 

The rehabilitation of the heritage area is through 

comparison between the mechanisms for preserving 

archaeological areas in the experiences of different countries.  

Achieve sustainability in its new sense preserves the city’s 

cultural identity and cultural heritage, and achieves fairness 

and equality. 

 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

 

The methodology of the article is presented through three 

main stages adopted to implement the proposed method. The 

first stage reviews previous studies, discusses the most 

important operations to preserve the heritage site, and choose 

the most important operations that are appropriate for the city.  

The second stage is surveying all land uses in the center of 

the heritage city and reviews the relevant departments such as 

the Urban Planning Department to collect the necessary 

information.  

 

 
 

Figure 1. Methodology of article 

The third stage of analysis includes: 

Step (1): Draws the area using ArcGIS layers. 

Step (2): Identifies the uses that attracted development, such 

as services and heritage buildings the limitation elements such 

as roads and river on the site.  

Step (3): Analysis using AHP and giving weights to 

indicators affecting development.  

Step (4): Spatial analysis based on weights using geographic 

information systems.  

Step (5): Analyses the results to obtain the best development 

plan compatible with operations in the first stage of achieving 

sustainability (Figure 1). 

 

 

3. REVIEW STUDIES OF THE NEW SUSTAINABLE 

APPROACH AND THE PROCESS OF PRESERVING 

THE HERITAGE PLACE 

 

The research addresses two concepts: mechanisms for 

preserving archaeological areas and sustainability. Therefore, 

it has become necessary to review previous studies and 

experiences to choose the best policy that suits the mechanism 

of preservation and achieving sustainability in its new concept 

as bellow: 

 

3.1 Countries experiences in preserving heritage until 

emergence the concept of sustainability 

 

Many countries have paid attention to cultural heritage 

preserving the continuity of heritage is a unique and vital 

component of the city [21]. New Zealand is one of the 

pioneering countries in this regard, as it included the local 

culture in the planning process of the 1991 local government 

act [22]. Subsequently, the local government law was 

incorporated in 2002, emphasizing a democratic framework, 

immediate local decision-making, and the preservation of 

local heritage. Consequently, the local community’s culture 

became one of the elements of sustainability within the local 

government law [23]. Similarly, in the United Kingdom, in the 

year 2000, the creation of a law establishes the overall strategic 

orientation and long-term goals for the community's 

environmental, social, and economic well-being [22]. 

By 2015, sustainability in the UK encompassed social, 

economic, environmental, and cultural aspects, establishing 

cultural sustainability as the fourth pillar widely adopted in 

international policies, particularly in European cities [24]. 

Additionally, the Government of Canada implemented the 

Federal Sustainable Development Act, recognizing the 

contribution of Canadian heritage to all pillars of sustainability 

within the country. This act was put in place in December 2019 

[25]. Then, the United Nations' 2030 Agenda in 2015 

highlighted the importance of protecting heritage as goals for 

the new concept of sustainable cities, which can be seen in the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) [26]. For all that, the 

heritage important became the fourth pillar to sustainability 

[27]. 

 

3.2 Countries' experience in investigate and package 

heritage place 

 

In this context, we will discuss the essential measures for 

investment in heritage areas to promote the sustainable 

development of cities. Many countries recognize the 

significance of preserving and investment in their heritage, not 
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only for financial reasons but also to safeguard their cultural 

heritage and uphold their historical identity  [28].  In this 

process, buildings, cities or all entire countries have been 

remapped initiatives to serve cultural, economic and scholarly 

goals [29, 30]. 

The pursuit of preserving heritage can be traced back to the 

nineteenth century when Steward examined how Italian sites 

were depicted to represent Europe and maintain social 

identities by portraying them as "The cities of the soul" [31]. 

Similarly, Hurtt explored the regional Center, constructed for 

the 1937 Paris International Exhibition, which aimed to 

promote provincial tourism during an economic depression. 

The centre’s success led to France's continued definition of 

regions until today [32].  An interesting case study is the 

remapping of Old Havana, which underwent a transformative 

process following a devastating fire. Under the guidance of 

city historian Eusebio Leal, the city was revitalized into an 

appealing historic center that now serves as a leading catalyst 

for economic development in numerous cities. Additionally, 

the revenue was generated from tourism supports healthcare, 

education, and housing for the local population [32]. Many 

countries have gradually directed their preservation efforts 

towards heritage cities and investment in it, including Cuba, 

Ghana, Greece, Mauritius, and Spain, spanning from the 

renaissance to the present [34]. Preserving heritage processes 

plays a crucial role in maintaining a sense of identity, as 

demonstrated in France, where the development of attractive 

historic centers has become a primary economic strategy for 

cities [35]. For all that, the preserving process is to keep 

heritage identity and development the city center. So, the 

article shed light on sustainable development to deal with 

heritage center. 

 

3.3 Heritage area development policy 

 

Each place has unique characteristics that distinguish it as a 

heritage site. Heritage places evoke a sense of belonging 

through their historic buildings, cultural traditions and 

continuity of historical identity. Preserving and promoting 

heritage can contribute to sustainable cultural development 

and keep it from being lost forever [36]. Various approaches 

can be used in conservation, including many processes of site 

conservation that should be separated from process that deal 

with isolated building and may unity with [37-39]: 

Conservation process: All tasks associated with the 

protection and maintenance of historical and archaeological 

resources are classified as conservation work. Whether they 

are structures or urban landscapes, they must be protected, 

developed, managed and repaired in order to highlight their 

importance [40, 41]. 

Redevelopment includes rebuilding a ruined region or 

reconstructing a deteriorated heritage area. This approach 

involves the removal of the majority of the area subject to 

urban renewal, or the whole fabric, reconsidering the existing 

land uses and distribution pattern. This strategy entails 

reevaluating the current land usage and distribution pattern as 

well as demolishing old structures and reconstructing them in 

accordance with current social and economic demands [42].  

Infill urban to heritage sites: It represents that contemporary 

architecture that can be integrated into ancient weaving fabric 

sites, which can bring harmony into the urban plan that can 

accept the current fabric as the basis for its future 

development. In order to achieve harmony between a modern 

structure and its historic surroundings, primarily formal-

composition indicate (mass, appearance, volume, pattern, and 

aesthetic) were developed [43]. 

Revitalization: It is aimed to either return the area or historic 

structure to its previous state or to revive the activities that led 

to the development of the area or historic building. 

Revitalization could involve denotes the presence of some 

modifications that would transform the structure in a way that 

might allow it to accommodate the development that 

dependent on the nature of the new action [43-45]. 

The concept of rehabilitation plays an important role in 

preserving the comprehensive heritage and protecting it from 

the problems of the traditional processes referred to earlier. 

Morton defines rehabilitation as a process that enables the use 

of specific heritage sites through various methods to enhance 

their preservation and transfer their value to future generations 

[45]. Therefore, the rehabilitation policy includes all the 

processes required to achieve heritage development for the 

benefit of the local community [25]. In our research, we will 

use the rehabilitation policy to develop old city centers in line 

with contemporary requirements, introducing a renewed 

center that restores the importance of these historical entities 

and preserves the city's heritage from being lost and achieve a 

new sustainable concept. 

 

 
4. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 
4.1 The study area 

 
The coordinates (46ᵒ 4´ 40″, 31ᵒ 03´ 20″) – (46ᵒ 16´ 10″, 31ᵒ 

02´ 10″) encompass the city of Al-Nasiriyah, which is situated 

in Thi-Qar, southern Iraq [46]. Al-Nasiriyah has a historical 

center dating back to 1869 AD, as depicted in Figure 2. It 

serves as the capital of the Thi-Qar governorate and is located 

approximately 370 kilometers southeast of Baghdad. The city 

is home to around two million people and covers about 12,900 

square kilometers. That proximity to other ancient cities and 

towns, including the renowned ancient city of ancient Ur city 

and the archaeological region of the Thi-Qar Governorate's 

marshlands, adds to its significance [12], see Figure 3. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. The culture as one of sustainable goals and links all 

pillars to each other in sustainable [47] 
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Figure 3. The ancient center in Al-Nasiriyah in Thi-Qar 

governorate 

 

4.2 Historical periods of the city 

 

By rediscovering the characteristics of the spatial and 

morphological distribution of location, it is necessary to locate 

numerous factors to rearrange urban spaces while analyzing 

the urban centers of ancient cities. Prompted us to study the 

descriptive ancient city where the ancient city was planned 

within a network pattern, and the main road was previously 

called Aqed Al-Hawa, then Al-Habbobi was named after the 

martyr Muhammad Saeed al-Habbobi, whose statue is one of 

the most important landmarks in the center of the city.  This 

ancient zone is the city’s core and features several monumental 

buildings, such as Mrs Landa Mosque, Mandaien District, and 

Mandaien's Temple. 

 

 
 

Figure 4. The ancient city zones from the historical center 

concerning of the city, AL-Nasiriyah City Development 

Strategy, 2011 
Note: The strategy of the city centre of Al-Nasiriya Master plan Strategy of 

Development and update. 

These structures, along with many other facilities, retain 

their archaeological and architectural significance and require 

rehabilitation and preservation as they represent the local 

heritage of the city, known as "Domestic Culture." 

Consequently, the development strategy of Al-Nasiriyah City 

in 2011 designated this zone for conservation treatment. 

Additionally, the city is situated in close proximity to the 

ancient city of Ur, approximately 17 kilometers away, which 

holds significance as a center for Christian pilgrimage and that 

visited by the Pope in 2021. Al-Nasiriyah is also surrounded 

by numerous ancient cities, towns, and settlements, enhancing 

its spatial integration, particularly due to its proximity to 

archaeological communities in the marshes of the Thi-Qar 

Governorate [12] (Figure 4). 

So that will ensure the problem of article as neglected 

central heritage part of the city leads commercial use to 

encroach upon important zone, and conservation process alone 

can't represent sustainable development in that case. 

 
4.3 GIS and Support Decision- Maker 

 
Spatial analysis is an important strategy for promoting 

sustainable development in urban planning and avoiding risks 

to the economy and environment [48]. As a result, much 

quantitative and criterion information is required to evaluate 

the spatial analysis of land [49]. 

Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP): is one of the 

techniques to calculate weight, in the context of the decision-

making process [50]. 

In this method the weighting values depend on the 

capabilities and determinants as criteria by using the geometric 

mean, the process is on a scale of 1-9 by comparison between 

each pair of criteria, then the values are solved by matrix. The 

consistency which must be more than 0.1 is measured by 

consistency ratio (CR) [51]. 

The MCDM technique is frequently utilized in engineering, 

economics, and administration of the environment, to handle 

complicated, conflicting, multi-objective situations. It seeks to 

offer a methodical methodology for decision-makers from 

[52]: 

Identify the options, standards, and goals first. Assess 

alternatives evaluated utilizing values. Establish the weighted 

priority for every single criterion. In this stage, stakeholders or 

decision-makers are asked about their preferences, and all 

evaluation numbers for all alternatives generate an overall 

value. Eventually, Choose the best alternative [53, 54]. 

Here are several MCDM approaches and techniques 

available such as: Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP), TOPSIS 

(Technique for Order of Preference by Similarity to Ideal 

Solution), Analytic Network Process (ANP), Simple Additive 

Weighting (SAW), Weighted Sum Model (WSM) [54, 55]. 

Therefore, selected AHP in MCDM because it is one of the 

best ways to find the optimal solution for decision-makers that 

will be used in this article to rehabilitate the appropriate 

heritage area using spatial analysis [55]. 

While, SOWT is the systematic technique used to evaluate 

strengths and weaknesses, opportunities, and threats while 

monitoring the internal and external environment. This offers 

a fact-based and data-driven perspective on planning decisions 

and actions, as well as a strong foundation for deciding the 

strategy, Which MCDM can adopted to assist in the selection 

of objects in spatial analysis and optimal option choosing. 
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4.4 Spatial analysis and building model 

 
The processer to build a model in this paper is as below: 

1. Building Geodatabase collect data and satellite images, 

as in Figure 5. 

2. Build buffer zone to eight potentialities and constraints. 

As example from Figure 6. 

 

 
 

Figure 5. The city center, the most prominent streets and 

land use, as well the location from Iraq, and Governorate, 

ArcMap 10.4.1 

 

 
 

Figure 6. (a) Ring around ancient building; (b) Ring around 

parking, ArcMap 10.4.1 

 
The red, yellow, and green showing three rings from object 

to the end of the area to development. 

 
4.5 Reclassify 

 
Reclassify the zone's color of potentiality and constraints 

(the red zone represents the zone with the best potentiality and 

is closest to the feature, the yellow is middle, and the green 

zone is the lowest one in potentiality. But for the constraints,  

The case will be in reverse [55]. As in Eq. (1): 

 

𝑿𝒊 = 𝒙𝒊𝒅𝒋   (1) 

where, Xi=reclassify xi (dj), dj=the distance from article obtain 

by (buffer rings A, B, C) (z). 
Two figures are shown three rings after reclassifying from 

object to the end of the area to development heritage zone the 

best near the object and so on another potential, but in the 

parking zone, the best is far away from the object, as well as 

other constrain. 

 
4.6 Spatial analysis calculations 

 
The study area was characterized by the elements of the 

structure behaviour through Zone Anatomy spatial analysis of 

the study area using geographic information systems, in Table 

1 and using the following equation: 

 
Table 1. Potential and determinate of development to Figure 

7 

 
No. Potential (Weights) No. Constraint (Weights) 

1 
Near to famous heritage 

building (famo) 
1 

Far from administrative 

areas (mins) 

2 
Near to green areas 

(garden) 
2 

Far from commercial use 

(comer) 

3 Near to hotel (hotel) 3 
Far from collector road 

(coll) 

  4 
Far from the car parking 

(park) 

  5 
Far from the school 

(school) 

∑ all weights =100 % 

 
where, 1: extremely importance 3: very strong importance 5: 

strong importance 7: moderate importance 9: importance 

(other number is in-between) as well as the table contain all 

summarize of all elements. As shown in Table 2. 

 

 
 

Figure 7. a) Buffer zone of heritage building; b) buffer zone 

of parking, ArcMap 10.4.1 

 
As well as: (famo): mean near to famous heritage building, 

(garden): mean near to green areas, (hotel): mean near to hotel, 

(mins): mean far from administrative areas, (comer): mean far 

from commercial use, (coll): mean far from collector road, 

(park): mean far from the car parking, (school): mean far from 

the school. That all summation weights equal 100%, As in 

Table 3. 

where, all summarize are the same in Tables 1, 3 and 4. 
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Table 2. Explain the result of analysis AHP as a priority and rank of weight for spatial analysis 

Elements Buffer Zone Reclassify Buffer Zone 

Near famous heritage 

building 

Near green areas 

Near to hotel 

Far from administrative areas 

Far from commercial use 

Far from collector road 

Far from car parking 

Far from the school 

3434



Table 3. Explain the potential numbers in AHP that, after analysis, give priority and assign weight rankings for spatial analysis 

Famo Comer Coll Park Mins School Hotel Garden 

1 famo 1.00 6.00 2.00 4.00 4.00 3.00 7.00 6.00 

2 commer 0.17 1.00 0.50 3.00 3.00 1.00 3.00 3.00 

3 coll 0.50 2.00 1.00 3.00 2.00 4.00 5.00 3.00 

4 park 0.25 0.33 0.33 1.00 0.50 0.50 2.00 2.00 

5 mins 0.25 0.33 0.50 2.00 1.00 2.00 4.00 2.00 

6 school 0.33 1 0.25 2.00 0.5 1.00 2.00 2.00 

7 hotel 0.14 0.33 0.20 0.50 0.25 0.5 1.00 0.50 

8 garden 0.33 0.33 0.5 0.50 0.50 0.50 2.00 1.00 

Table 4. AHP for rank 

Elements Priority Rank 

1 famo 34.7 1 

2 commer 13 3 

3 coll 19.6 2 

4 park 6 6 

5 mins 10 4 

6 school 8.4 5 

7 hotel 3.4 8 

8 garden 4.8 7 

4.7 SOWT technique 

To explain the internal and external environment we 

evaluate strengths and weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, 

in Table 5. 

Table 5. Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats 

Strengths 

Efficient resource use and secure investment in cultural 

heritage. 

Protecting cultural treasures and minimizing their degradation. 

Improving the environment for culture. 

Boost infrastructure strength. 

An increasing percentage of tourists. 
Create additional employment possibilities, particularly for 

locals. 
Weaknesses 

Inadequate comprehension of the significance of city heritage. 

Inadequate knowledge and experience to invest in cultural 

heritage. 

The population's ineffective involvement. 

For heritage tourism, the infrastructure is unsuitable. 

Opportunities 

Entice capital and investment. 

Bolster the population's identity. 

Infrastructural improvement. 

A growing number of tourists. 

Threats 

There is little administrative and legal competence as well as 

no national or regional support. 

Interest in urbanization, the trend toward globalization, and 

lack of interest in heritage. 

Economic pressures on heritage property owners increased the 

value of the land. 

Entrepreneurs' lack of commitment to funding and investing in 

urban heritage. 

Lack of legislation and laws to limit the destruction of inherited 

fabric. 

Consistency Ration (CR) is Consistency Index (C.I) over 

Random Index (RI) [54]: 

CR=
𝐶𝐼

𝑅𝐼
(2) 

where, Elgen value λmax=8.788 from AHP program analysis, 

n= 8 index, Random Index (RI)=1.41 as eight index: 

CI=
λ max −𝑛

(𝑛−1)
(3) 

Then Consistency Ration (CR) = 8% that will less than 0.1 

(CR  >0.1) then the weight numbers accepted and accepted 

decision get form AHP analysis. 

Of course, the development in (potential column and 

Constraint of Table 1 for that the Rank sum builds as a model 

of spatial analysis in Figure 8. 

When group rank-sum weights for each criterion are 

calculated as follows: 

Weighting of factors: 

Wfamo=0.35, Wcomme=0.13Wcoll=0.2, Wpark=0.6, 

Wmins=0.1, Wschool=0.8, Whotel =0.03, Wgarden=0.05 

where, all summarize as same in Table 2. 

After applied classification in equation 1 so the equation of 

analysis Eq. (2): 

𝑺 = ∑  [𝑾𝒊𝑿𝒊]

𝒏

𝒊

(4) 

where, 𝑾𝒊𝑿𝒊 : 𝒊𝒕𝒉  feature weight, 𝒊𝒕𝒉 : criterion score,

respectively [55]. As Eq. (5): 

𝐖𝐢 = 𝐖𝐟𝐚𝐦𝐨 + 𝐖𝐠𝐚𝐫𝐝𝐞𝐧 + 𝐖𝐡𝐨𝐭𝐞𝐥 +  𝐖𝐦𝐢𝐧𝐬
+ 𝐖𝐜𝐨𝐦𝐦𝐞𝐫 +  𝐖𝐜𝐨𝐥𝐥
+ 𝐖𝐩𝐚𝐫𝐤 + 𝐖𝐬𝐜𝐡𝐨𝐨𝐥

(5) 

Influence distance is made in that case by dependent on the 

relative intensity (e.g., era, quality, and rating) value of the 

target feature. 

where, all summarize are the same in Table1. Where AHP 

give results for all elements that reclassify as figures in Table 

3. 

Figure 8. AHP for rank (Table 4) 
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Figure 9. Build model to spatial analysis to Potential and 

Constraint, ArcMap 10.4.1 

Where modelling work as all element after reclassify can 

calculate in Eq. (5) to equal spatial analysis of the heritage 

area. 

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The resulting Figure 10 from the modelling in Figure 9. 

Figure 10. The result of modelling in GIS is presented as 

three color zones: red indicating the best class of 

development, yellow indicating medium, and green 

indicating the least developed class 

As a result figure from modelling in Figure 9, the colors in 

Figure 10 represent the results of the spatial analysis from the 

geographic information systems, derived from the weights of 

the AHP method. From the four zones, it is shown that: the red 

color, which represents the best areas of development, which 

result from the abundance of potential and attractive elements 

with the highest weight, has the highest percentages in areas 

(zone 1) and (zone 4). The best area for development is then 

selected, represented by area (zone 4), because it features most 

of the objects in MCDM. In addition to its proximity to the 

river and its cohesive heritage fabric, it also includes the 

Sabian-Mandaean Temple and the Sabian zone. These 

represent a unique legacy of the Sabian sect, symbolizing 

pluralism in the city and recognition of other cultures. They 

are still in good condition, qualifying them for investment and 

helping to limit the destruction of their fabric due to rapid 

commercial encroachment. 

Then (zone 1), can be chosen to be the second development 

area in terms of importance, as it ranges within the spatial 

analysis from red, yellow, and green, that is, from best to least 

for development, as it contains, Mrs. Landa’s Mosque, was 

built by a rich Christian woman, who chose to live in Al-

Nasiriyah Because of her love for the generosity of city people 

and her love for the poetry they excel with. 

While (zone 3) does not represent the best development 

areas. Also, in pink color where that in high price and can't 

invest in the rehabilitation process, besides that, a large 

number of commercial buildings destroy its heritage fabric. 

So, spatial analysis can help the decision-maker in the city by 

choosing the appropriate area for sustainable heritage in the 

city. 

6. CONCLUSIONS

The preservation process used in many heritage sites alone 

cannot represent sustainability. Achieving sustainability with 

a new paradigm requires the rehabilitation of the heritage 

centre and preservation local culture. 

That can also have value for the welfare of the communities 

living in these areas and raise the quality of their lives. It was 

not easy to choose which section can be developed in Al- 

Nassiria city center. The section is closest in terms of potential, 

as well as heritage important and sensitivity. In that case, the 

importance of spatial analysis appears to supported the 

decision maker. To establish a new sustainable paradigm, it is 

necessary to engage rehabilitation of the city's heritage centre 

and the preservation local culture. This approach contributes 

to the welfare of the area's communities and enhances their 

quality of life. So, this article suggests relying on rehabilitation 

to develop suitable areas as part of the new sustainable 

paradigm. This approach aims to protect and invest invaluable 

archaeological areas from Al-Nasiriyah centre, as their loss 

would be irreplaceable. When faced with multiple groups of 

interests and conflicting goals, the appropriate section for 

development was chosen. In such cases, spatial analysis is vital 

in supporting decision-makers integrated with MCDM by 

providing valuable insights and guidance. 

Determinants and recommendations for future work: 

The research suggests developing a plan based on this 

model based on indicators and determinants derived from the 

field survey according to the nature of the heritage city, to form 

a future plan. This plan to preserve its heritage, identity of its 

community, and achieve urban sustainability. In addition, it 

achieves an integrated development plan with nearby 

archaeological cities, which leads to tourist attraction and 

gives an image of the historical development that the region 

has undergone. 
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