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abSTracT
The choice of university studies is one of the main socio-economic categories that is affected by the 
quality of public transport services and in particular rail transport. This category is characterized to 
cover medium to long distances to reach, every day, the place of study. for this reason, among the 
urban sustainable policies, the mobility choices of the university students have long been analysed 
in literature. The aim of this paper was to estimate the effect of railway accessibility on the choice of 
university studies.

The university of Naples  federico II (Italy) is taken as the case study. In the spring of 2014, using 
the database obtained from the registry office of the university the following were investigated:

– the origin of the daily trips (residential address); 
– the trip frequency and the departure/arriving time; 
– the modes or sequence of modes used; 
– the perceived public transport quality (e.g. travel time, comfort).

To evaluate the catchment area of the university and for analysing what attributes influence the choice 
of university studies (in particular the ‘weight’ of a specific railway accessibility), a regression model 
was used. among the model attributes educational course variables, home–university distance and a 
constant-specific attribute were also considered.

The result of the study shows the surprising role of railway accessibility in the choice of university 
studies; to travel from a station within 900 m from home is equivalent (in terms of perceived utility) to 
travel every day a distance greater than 28 km to reach the university.
Keywords: geographical distribution of students’ residences, logistic function, railways stations, trans-
port accessibility.

1 INTrODucTION
among the urban sustainable policies (e.g. [1–3]), the mobility choices of the university stu-
dents have long been analysed in literature. This category is characterized to cover medium 
to long distances every day to reach the university. In many cases the distance between the 
students’ residence and the university, although long, is not encouraging the students to rent a 
room in a dorm near the university for economic, logistic or cultural reasons. In this case the 
students choose to travel several kilometres every day to reach the university.

although much attention has been given by the scientific literature to the  accessibility effects 
on the mobility choices ([4–8]), little attention has been given to the choices of  university studies.

In the Italian context, in the recent years, only a few universities (e.g. university of Milan [9, 
10]) have carried out a mobility survey to investigate the student transport choice. The results of 
this study show that the public transport accessibility (in particular railway services) influences 
the attendance of the students for university activities. for example, from the survey carried out 
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in Milan [9], it appears that the number of students who come from the areas that are served 
directly by the railway lines is higher. however, in this study, it is not considered if and how 
much the railway accessibility influences the choice of the students in deciding which university 
to choose for their education. The choice of the students in  deciding which university to enrol is 
only analysed with respect to the attributes related to the characteristics of the university (e.g. the 
institute’s scientific reputation, curriculum of  teachers, infrastructural qualities, etc.) (e.g. [11]) 
or with respect to possible job  opportunities that the university can offer (e.g. [12]). In this study, 
however, the variables related to the quality and the accessibility of the public transport are not 
considered while  how this  variable influences the users’ choices is demonstrated (e.g. [13–16]).

based on these considerations, in this work, the effects of railway accessibility on the 
choice of university studies are estimated through the following:

a. Quantify the geographical distribution of the students’ residences from the technical and 
scientific departments of the university of Naples (campania, Italy).

b. estimate (and so quantify), through a regression method, the weight of a rail service 
 attribute (railway accessibility) in the choice of university studies.

This paper is divided into three parts: in the first section, for the specific case study, the 
geographic distribution of students’ residences is analysed; in the second part, through a 
logistic regression model, the weight of railway accessibility is quantified. In the last part 
conclusion and research perspectives are summarized.

2 caSe STuDy
The university of Naples federico II is taken for the case study. This university with more 
than 150 years of history is one of the oldest and most prestigious universities in Italy. It is 
placed in the city of Naples (campania region in southern Italy) (fig. 1).

In this part of the research, the analysis focused only on the technical and scientific depart-
ments of the university of Naples: architecture, biology and biotechnology,  chemistry, 
Physics, engineering, Mathematics, computer Science, Natural Sciences, and earth Science. 
all these departments are located in the west of Naples. These departments are served by 
two metro lines: the line 2 of Naples that reaches the Garibaldi station, the most important 
 interchange point of the city, and cumana line that connects the historical centre of Naples and 
the northern municipalities. To analyse the geographic distribution of the students’  residences, 
the database available at the registry office of the university was consulted. This database 
gives information about the residences (address), age and gender of all  students. The results 
show that 71% of the students reside in the centre of Naples city and in its  province (fig. 2). It 
is interesting to note that the percentage of students who are not residents in  campania region 
is negligible. This result is in line with the other Italian universities (e.g. [17]).

Through a geographic information system software, the geographic distribution of stu-
dents’ residence is presented in a territorial map. for clarity of presentation, in fig. 3, only 
the main portion of the region (for which 80% of the university students showed interest) 
is reported. This area is divided into traffic zones. In fig. 3, the rate of students (university 
students for the academic year 2013/2014 among 1,000 inhabitants) for each single traffic 
zone is shown. It is evident that the distribution of the rate of students is not homogenous; the 
higher value is in the western part of the territory where the departments analysed are placed. 
This result would seem to indicate that one of the factors that influences the choice of the 
university is ‘proximity effect’. In other words the distance between the students’ residences 
and the university influences the choice of the university.
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figure 1: case study.
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figure 2:  The residence of students of the technical and scientific departments of the univer-
sity of Naples federico II.
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considering the data about zoning used in fig. 3, a cumulative distribution of students/
inhabitants based on the distances (km) is estimated (fig. 4). The comparison of two 
 diagrams confirms the proximity effect as introduced earlier. for example, 87% of stu-
dents live within a distance of 50 km from the departments analysed against the 68% of 
inhabitants.

The geographic distribution of students’ residences is also analysed based on the distance 
from the railway stations (railway accessibility). figure 5 shows the railway lines that have a sta-
tion near the university and the other metropolitan of Naples the line 1. from fig. 5 it could be 
observed that the rate of students is higher in areas that are served by rail service. Mostly 50% of 
the university students live within a distance shorter than 1.5 km from the railway station.

This result shows that the choice of university is influenced not only by proximity effect, 
but also by the distance between the students’ residences and the railway station (railway 
accessibility).

3 MODel eSTIMaTION
from the geographical distribution of residences of the students who belong to the techni-
cal and scientific departments of the university of Naples (campania, Italy) (described in 
the above paragraph “The case Study”), it is determined that the choice of university is 

department location of
technical-scienti�c area of
University Federico II  

Students / 1000 inhabitants

figure 3:  rate of students (university students/1,000 inhabitants) of the technical and scien-
tific departments of the university of Naples federico II.
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influenced by the distance between the students’ residences and the university and by the 
distance between the students’ residences and the railway station (transport accessibility). 
To estimate the effect of railway accessibility on the choice of university studies, a logistic 
regression model was used [18, 19].

logistic regression measures the relationship between a dependent variable (y) and one 
or more independent variables (x

i
) [18]. To estimate the probabilities, a logistic function, 
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figure 4:  The cumulative distribution of distances (km) between the technical and scientific 
departments of the university of Naples federico II and the residence of inhabitants 
of campania and enrolled students. 
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figure 5:  The rate of students (university students/1000 inhabitants) of the technical and 
scientific departments of the university of Naples federico II.
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which is the cumulative logistic distribution, was used. The aim was to estimate the inde-
pendent variable (x

i
) that influences the rate of students in different areas. The formula used 

to describe this phenomenon is as follows:
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where
y

i
 is the rate students in the ith zone.

x
j
 is the jth parameter considered.

β
j
 is the generic jth parameter of the model.

considering the zoning data described in Section 2 and through the Gretl software [20], 
different systematic utility functions were specified. Table 1 reports the best tested attributes 
and those that are statistically significant.

The attributes of the model that are statistically significant are the following:

•	 Distance
od

 (km): it is measured considering the minimum path in street network between 
the university and the area where the residences are;

•	 Other university
i
 (1,0): a boolean variable that assumes value 1 if the residences are in 

the same zone where the other universities are (which are different from the technical and 
scientific departments discussed); it is 0 otherwise;

•	 railway accessibility
i 
(1,0): a boolean variable that assumes value 1 if the walking dis-

tance between the residences area and the railway station is less than 900 m (this threshold 
was estimated);

•	 constant-specific alternative: it considers other phenomenon that influences the users’ 
choice but has not been explicitly taken into account through the other variable.

The values estimated were compared to the result of other studies (e.g. [21–25]).
One of the most interesting results is related to the values of railway accessibility: compar-

ing the value of parameters estimated in the model, it is observed that to travel from a station 
at a distance less than 900 m (subway) is equivalent (in terms of perceived utility) to travel 
every day a distance greater than 28 km to reach the university.

Table 1: Model estimation results.

Parameter Model 

distance
od

 [km]
Std. Error/t-test

–0.01
0.01 to 2.60

other university [1,0]
Std. Error/t-test

–0.35
0.18 to 1.90

railway accessibility [1,0]
 Std. Error/t-test

0.28
0.17 to 1.67
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4 cONcluSION aND reSearch PerSPecTIVe
The aim of this paper was to estimate the effect of railway accessibility on the choice of uni-
versity studies through the following:

a. The analysis of the geographical distribution of the residences of the students enrolled in 
the technical and scientific departments of the university of Naples federico II.

b. The estimation, through a regression method, of the weight of a rail service attributes 
(railway accessibility) to the choice of university studies.

The geographic distribution of the students’ residences shows that the students prefer to 
live in areas which are in close ‘proximity’ to the university. for example, 87% of students 
live within a distance of 50 km from the departments analysed against the 68% of inhabitants. 
In addition, mostly 50% of university students of the technical and scientific departments of 
the university of Naples federico II travel a distance shorter than 1.5 km from the railway 
station. To evaluate the ‘weight’ of a specific railway accessibility attribute, a regression 
model was used. The result of the study shows the surprising role of railway accessibility in 
the choice of university studies: to travel to a station within 900 m from home is equivalent 
(in terms of perceived utility) to travel every day a distance greater than 28 km to reach the 
university.

This result shows that the public transport, and in particular the railway transport,  influences 
not only the attendance of students for university activities, but also the choice of students in 
deciding which university to choose for their education.

The research prospective is to also consider  the level of attributes of the railway services in 
the choice model (e.g. time

od
, cost

od
). In this way, the proposed model could be applied within 

the optimization planning procedures (e.g. [26]) in case of unexpected events too (e.g. [27, 28]).
The research prospects will include the following:

•	 extending this analysis to all departments of the university of Naples federico II; 

•	 evaluating the attributes that influence the choice of university studies (in particular, the 
‘weight’ of specific attributes and the level of service of public transport) and discovering 
a discrete choice model.
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