
Evaluation of Split-Type Air Conditioner Performance under Constant Outdoor Moisture 

Content and Varied Dry-Bulb Temperature 

Andriyanto Setyawan1*, Hafid Najmudin2, Apip Badarudin1, Cecep Sunardi1 

1 Department of Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineering, Politeknik Negeri Bandung, Bandung 40559, Indonesia 
2 Balai Besar Bahan dan Barang Teknik, Bandung 40559, Indonesia 

Corresponding Author Email: andriyanto@polban.ac.id

https://doi.org/10.18280/ijht.400521 ABSTRACT 

Received: 16 July 2022 

Accepted: 1 October 2022 

An experimental investigation on the performance of an air conditioner and its operating 

conditions under constant outdoor moisture content and varied dry-bulb temperature has 

been accomplished. The test was conducted on an air conditioner using R32 with a nominal 

cooling capacity of 2.6 kW and the test was carried out in a controlled and standardized 

test room. During the test, the outdoor temperature was varied from 24 to 36℃ while 

maintaining the humidity ratio at 14.9 kg vapor per 1 kg of dry air. The indoor compartment 

was maintained at 27℃ dry-bulb temperature and 19℃ wet-bulb temperature. Generally, 

as the temperature of outdoor air increases by 1℃, the input power increases by 1.4%, the 

cooling capacity decreases by 0.9%, and the coefficient of performance decreases by 

1.95%. In addition, the outdoor air temperature has a more significant effect on the 

refrigerant discharge and liquid line temperature than that of refrigerant suction 

temperature. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Global warming, as indicated by the increase of air 

temperature near the earth surface, has been studied 

extensively for decades. The greenhouse effect is considered 

as the main cause that responsible for the increase of global 

temperature. As reported by the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC), the mean global temperature is 

predicted to increase in the range of 1.0 to 3.5℃ by 2100, 

depending on the scenarios related to the emissions that cause 

the greenhouse effect [1]. Global warming also impacts to the 

increase of cooling degree days (CDD) up to 54.1% in 2050s 

and 83.0% in 2080s in major cities in India [2]. A study in 

Singapore reported that climate change would increase the air 

temperature by 2.2 to 3.8℃ at the rural area in Singapore [3]. 

Refrigeration system has a significant contribution in global 

warming, including system with hydrofluorocarbon-based 

refrigerant [4]. In addition to global warming, the CO2 

concentration could reach 570-750 ppm [5].  

The presence of global warming could also affect the 

demand for cooling. It was predicted that the need of 

household air conditioner (AC) in the US increases up to 8% 

[6]. It is also predicted that 2/3 of households in the world will 

be equipped by air conditioners in 2050, in which half of the 

total number of air conditioners can be found in China, India, 

and Indonesia [7]. The International Energy Agency also 

forecasts that the global number of air conditioners could reach 

5.5 billion and the number of household refrigerator will also 

increase to more than 2 billion in 2050 [8]. Globally, the 

electricity demand for cooling was about 10% of total 

electricity demand in 2016. This demand was projected to 

triple by 2050. Minimum energy performance standards 

(MEPS) for air conditioners are therefore needed to anticipate 

the high demand of electricity for space cooling [9]. Tropical 

area usually requires more energy than other areas when its 

environmental temperature increases [10]. For a smaller 

region such as ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations), the electricity consumption for space cooling was 

reported at 80 TWh in 2020 and projected to reach 300 TWh 

in 2040 [11]. 

Higher environmental air temperature has a harmful effect 

on the performance of an air conditioner. Under high outdoor 

air temperature, the ability of condenser to reject heat 

decreases and resulting a high condensing pressure. This 

causes the higher work of compression to overcome the high 

pressure difference across evaporator and condenser. In 

addition, at higher condensation pressure, the suction pressure 

increases slightly. This increases the mass density of the 

refrigerant and increases the power required by the compressor 

to compress the refrigerant. 

High condensing pressure due to the higher outdoor air 

temperature is indicated by the higher discharge and 

condensing temperature. A study with R-417A and R-422D as 

possible substitutes for R-22 was carried out at different 

environmental air temperature from 24 to 33℃ [12]. It was 

observed that the variation of environmental temperature 

resulted in the variation of discharge temperature from about 

83 to 92℃ when R-22 was used. An increase in condensing 

temperature with increasing ambient temperature was also 

reported from experiments using R22 and its substitutes R290, 

R407C and R410A in 2 TR air conditioners [13]. An increase 

in condensing temperature was observed for all refrigerants 

when the ambient temperature was changed from 35℃ to 55℃. 

Due to the rise in ambient air temperature, power consumption 

increased, cooling capacity decreased, and COP (coefficient of 

performance) decreased. An experimental study by varying 

environmental air temperature from 29 to 43℃ in a 2.64 kW 

air conditioner resulted in the increase of condensing 
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temperature from 42 to 50℃ [14]. Other results of this study 

are a 36% increase in power consumption, a 32% reduction in 

cooling capacity, and a 45% reduction in COP.  

The effect of weather variation on the performance of split-

ducted air conditioners from 2020 to 2080 in an office building 

Malaysia has been studied [15]. It was reported that every 1℃ 

increase of outdoor air temperature causes 2% reduction of 

cooling capacity and COP (coefficient of performance). A 

weather simulation was accomplished to produce the monthly 

average ambient air temperature in 2020, 2050, and 2080. 

From this study, it can be concluded that the performance 

degradation of the air conditioners is faster in the period of 

2050 to 2080 than that of 2020 to 2050. The faster decrease of 

air conditioner performance is mainly caused by the higher 

ambient temperature increase in 2050 to 2080. The effect of 

the environmental condition on the COP of supermarket 

refrigeration system has also been studied [16]. Here, the 

performance depends on the month that reflects the 

temperature of outside air.  

An experiment by varying ambient temperature from 30 to 

50℃ in a window air conditioner employing 4-circuit and 8-

circuit condenser has been carried out using refrigerant R407C 

[17]. As the ambient temperature increases, the condenser heat 

rejection decreases by about 9.5% and COP decreases by 16%. 

By varying refrigerant charge and ambient temperature, Yusof 

et al. [18] reported the similar results for all level of charges, 

i.e., the decrease of COP. Through an experiment by varying

the outdoor air temperature from 35 to 41℃, Oruç et al. [19]

reported a decrease of cooling capacity by an average of 15.5%

and an increase of input power by about 3.9%. This

experiment was accomplished by using five different

refrigerants, i.e., R22, R422A, R422D, R417A, and R424A.

An increase of discharge temperature in the range of 2 to 15℃

was also revealed, depending on the refrigerant. Another

important finding from this experiment is the increase of

compression ratio by averagely 10.5% with the increase of the

outside air dry-bulb temperature (DBT). A slight decrease of

compressor capacity has also been found with the increase of

ambient air temperature. This data was obtained from an

experiment with R22, R417A, and R424A [20]. Tarish et al.

[21] reported a wide variation in condenser capacity, COP, and

cooling capacity due to the variation of outside air DBT. They

used EES software to analyze a split air conditioning unit in

terms of exergy and thermal performance. In this test the

outdoor and indoor temperatures were varied from 30-55℃

and 17-27℃, respectively. This study used temperature and

humidity data of six cities in Iraq. The advantages of R-161

when operated under the same conditions have also been

highlighted.

Under constant relative humidity at 50%, Mitrakusuma et al. 

[22] conducted an experiment to test the performance of an air

conditioner by varying the outdoor DBT from 24 to 38℃. This

study was carried out using refrigerant R32 with a cooling

capacity of 2.6 kW. The study reported that the power drawn

by the compressor increased by 1.6% if outside temperature

increases by 1℃. Also, for every 1℃ increase in outside air

temperature, the energy efficiency ratio and cooling capacity

were reduced by 2.1% and 1.0%, respectively. Another study

was carried out by varying ambient air DBT (dry-bulb

temperature) and maintaining outdoor WBT (wet-bulb

temperature) at a constant value [23]. From this study, for

every 1℃ increase in outside temperature, the input power

increased by 1.4%, cooling capacity decreased by 0.8%, and

COP decreased by 2.0%. Unlike the variation of outside air

DBT, the outdoor air humidity does not significantly affect the 

capacity and COP of the unit [24]. The capacity, input power, 

and COP were constant in an experiment with constant outside 

air DBT, even though the RH (relative humidity) was varied 

from 40 to 70%. 

In conjunction with the increase of outside air DBT, the 

presence of outdoor wind and obstruction around the 

condenser has the similar effect on the performance of an air 

conditioner. By varying the direction of wind to the condenser 

outlet by 30, 45, 60, and 90 at a velocity of 6.5 m/s, Setyawan 

[25] reported an increase of condensing temperature from 50.9

to 55.3℃, in which the 90 direction (perpendicular to

condenser outlet) has the most significant effect. This study

also noted that the power consumption increased by 10.2%,

while the capacity and energy efficiency reduced by 7.9% and

16.5%, respectively. Similar to the high outdoor air DBT, the

presence of condenser obstruction decreases the capacity and

COP of an air conditioner [26]. The effect has been

experimentally investigated by installing airflow barriers in

front and side of condenser.

Many techniques have been studied and implemented to 

minimize the harmful effect of high ambient air temperature. 

One of the most popular methods is by utilizing evaporative 

cooler. The use of cold mist water evaporative cooler in an air-

cooled chiller has been experimentally investigated by 

injecting the mist water in the condenser air stream. This 

method could improve the COP in the range of 56 to 91% than 

that of conventional evaporative cooler [27]. An application of 

evaporative cooler in a window air conditioner has also been 

studied by applying evaporative cooler media made from grass 

to decrease the outside air DBT before entering the condenser. 

This technique can reduce the power consumption up to 13% 

and improve the COP up to 18% [28]. By using evaporative 

pads to reduce the condenser air temperature, Martinez et al. 

[29] reported a reduction of input power by 11.4%, an

improvement of cooling capacity by 1.8%, and an increase of

COP by 10.6%. The use of condensate water from the

evaporator as a precooler for condenser air has also been

studied [30]. This technique could improve the COP by about

21.4% and reduce the power consumption by up to 6%.

Apart from evaporative cooling, the improvement of air 

conditioner performance could also be made by using 

nanoparticles [31], increase subcooling [32], and ejector [33]. 

The use of condensate to increase the liquid refrigerant 

subcooling has been investigated and proven to improve the 

COP by 16.4% and reduce the power consumption by 5.9% 

[34]. By replacing the expansion device with ejector, a 

decrease of exergy loss from an experiment with R290 air 

conditioner was reported [35].  

Studies to evaluate the effect of outdoor air temperature has 

been extensively carried out for decades. However, no specific 

research study on the performance of an air conditioner at 

constant moisture content of outdoor air has been published 

yet. This article discusses the performance evaluation of a split 

air conditioning unit at various outside air DBT and constant 

outdoor moisture content. 

2. METHODOLOGY

In this experiment, an air conditioner using R32 with a 

nominal cooling capacity of 2.64 kW or 9000 Btu/hr and 

compressor nominal capacity of 1 HP was tested in a 

controlled test facility. R32 or difluoromethane is a refrigerant 
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from a group of HFC (hydrofluorocarbons) refrigerant. It was 

chosen in this experiment because it has a low GWP (global 

warming potential) and zero ODP (ozone depleting potential). 

Due to its superior characteristics, this refrigerant is now used 

as a substitute for refrigerant R22 and R410A.  

The outdoor unit of the air conditioner (comprises of 

compressor and condenser) was installed at a controlled room 

called as outdoor compartment while the indoor unit 

(evaporator) was installed in an indoor compartment according 

to ISO 5151-2017 for testing and rating of non-ducted heat 

pump or air conditioner. A standard cooling capacity rating for 

moderate climates, usually designated by T1 Standard Rating 

Condition, was used. During the test, the outdoor compartment 

was maintained at constant humidity ratio (or specific 

humidity) of 14.9 g water vapor per kg of dry air while the dry-

bulb temperature was varied from 24 to 38℃. The indoor 

compartment was conditioned at dry-bulb temperature of 27℃ 

and wet-bulb temperature of 19℃. The sketch of the test 

chamber is presented in Figure 1 and the air conditions at the 

outdoor and indoor compartments are summarized in Table 1. 

Symbol tdb denotes the dry-bulb temperature, W denotes the 

specific humidity, and twb represents the wet-bulb temperature. 

Figure 1. Air conditioner test room sketch. The indoor 

compartment was maintained at 27℃ DB/19℃ WBT while 

the outdoor compartment temperature changed from 24 - 

38℃ at a constant specific humidity of 14.9 g/kg 

Table 1. Setting of outdoor and indoor conditions for 

experiment 

No 
Outdoor conditions Indoor condition 

tdb (℃) W (g/kg) twb (℃) tdb (℃) W (g/kg) twb (℃) 

1 24 14.9 20.3 27 11.82 19 

2 26 14.9 20.9 27 11.82 19 

3 28 14.9 21.5 27 11.82 19 

4 30 14.9 22.0 27 11.82 19 

5 32 14.9 22.6 27 11.82 19 

6 34 14.9 23.2 27 11.82 19 

7 36 14.9 23.6 27 11.82 19 

8 38 14.9 24.3 27 11.82 19 

Heater, cooling coil, and humidifier in both outdoor and 

indoor compartments are used to maintain the compartments 

in the desired conditions. A heater can be used to increase the 

temperature of the compartment if the temperature is below set 

point. When the compartment is considered too hot and too 

humid, the cooling coil decreases the temperature and 

humidity of the compartment. The humidifier is used when the 

compartment is too dry below the set point. 

In this experiment, various parameters were measured to 

obtain the COP (coefficient of performance) and cooling 

capacity of the tested air conditioner. The COP is defined as 

the ratio of the cooling provided by the refrigeration system to 

the work needed to operate the air conditioner. In the other 

words, COP is the ratio of heat removed from the cold side 

reservoir to the mechanical work provided. For an air 

conditioner, the cooling capacity is defined as the ability of the 

evaporator to remove heat from a room. As the unit of the 

cooling capacity is kW and the work provided to operate the 

air conditioner is also indicated by kW, the COP is expressed 

without units. Electrical parameters, such as current, voltage, 

and power were measured to obtain the power required to 

operate the air conditioner. The thermal performance of the 

AC unit was calculated based on the DBT and WBT of the air 

entering and leaving the AC evaporator, the volumetric air 

flow across the evaporator, and quantity of water vapor 

condensed in the evaporator. 

From the measurement of the condition of air entering and 

leaving the evaporator, the enthalpy of the entering air (hea) 

and leaving air (hla) can be determined. The enthalpy 

difference is then used to calculate of the air conditioner 

cooling capacity by using: 

𝑞𝑒 = 𝑚̇ (ℎ𝑒𝑎 − ℎ𝑙𝑎) (1) 

Here, qe denotes the cooling capacity and 𝑚̇ denotes the air 

mass flow rate in the evaporator.  

To calculate the mass flow rate, the following relation is 

used: 

𝑚̇ = 𝜌𝑄 (2) 

where, ρ represents the average density of air across the 

evaporator and Q is the volumetric flow rate. The last 

parameter can be measured using air flow measurement 

apparatus installed in the compartment. Basically, the 

volumetric flow can be obtained by measuring the average 

velocity and cross-sectional area of the channel in the air flow 

measurement apparatus. 

By combining Eqns. (1) and (2), the cooling capacity can be 

calculated using: 

𝑞𝑒 =  𝜌𝑄 (ℎ𝑒𝑎 − ℎ𝑙𝑎) (3) 

For this experiment, the following equation can be used for 

calculating the cooling capacity: 

𝑞𝑒 =  
𝑄 (ℎ𝑒𝑎 − ℎ𝑙𝑎)

𝜈𝑑𝑎

(4) 

where, νda denotes the specific volume of dry air of the mixture 

of air and water vapor. 

In term of specific volume of air and vapor mixture, Eq. (4) 

can be written as: 

𝑞𝑒 =
𝑄 (ℎ𝑒𝑎−ℎ𝑙𝑎)

𝑣𝑑𝑎
′ (1+𝑊)

(5) 

Here, 𝑣𝑑𝑎
′  is the specific volume of air and water vapor

mixture and W denotes the specific humidity of moist air. 

The total cooling capacity comprises of two components, 

sensible (qs) and latent cooling capacity (ql). 

Cooling 

coil

Fan 

Heater 

Cooling 

coil

Fan 

Heater 

OUTDOOR COMPARTMENT INDOOR COMPARTMENT

Outdoor  unit

Indoor 

unit

Air flow 

measurement 
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Humidifier Humidifier 

Supply
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Return air 
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𝑞𝑒 = 𝑞𝑠 + 𝑞𝑙 (6) 

where, 

𝑞𝑠 =
𝑄 (𝑐𝑝𝑎1𝑡𝑎1−𝑐𝑝𝑎2𝑡𝑎2)

𝑣𝑑𝑎
=

𝑄 (𝑐𝑝𝑎1𝑡𝑎1−𝑐𝑝𝑎2𝑡𝑎2)

𝑣𝑑𝑎
′ (1+𝑊)

(7) 

𝑞𝑙 =
𝐿 𝑄 (𝑊𝑖1−𝑊𝑖2)

𝑣𝑑𝑎
=

𝐿 𝑄 (𝑊𝑖1−𝑊𝑖2)

𝑣𝑑𝑎
′ (1+𝑊)

(8) 

In Eqns. (7) and (8) L denotes the latent heat of evaporation 

of water, Wi1 and Wi2 denote the specific humidity of air 

entering and leaving the evaporator, respectively. 

The coefficient of performance (COP) and energy 

efficiency ratio (EER) of the air conditioner can be calculated 

using the following equations: 

𝐶𝑂𝑃 =
𝑞𝑒(𝑘𝑊)

𝑃𝑖 (𝑘𝑊)
(9) 

and 

𝐸𝐸𝑅 = 3.412
𝑞𝑒(𝐵𝑡𝑢/ℎ𝑟)

𝑃𝑖𝑛  (𝑊)
(10) 

COP measures the performance of air conditioning in term 

of ratio of thermal cooling capacity in kW per power required 

in kW. Meanwhile, the EER measures the performance of the 

air conditioner in term of ratio of cooling capacity in Btu/hr 

per input power in kW. In this study, the electrical input power 

was directly measured using a power meter. Meanwhile, the 

cooling capacity was determined using Eqns. (1) to (8). These 

equations can be solved using the data of dry bulb and wet bulb 

temperature of supply and return air and the air mass flow rate 

across the evaporator. In Eq. (10), the coefficient 3.412 

expresses the conversion of Watt to Btu/hr. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This section describes the performance of the tested air 

conditioner in terms of COP, cooling capacity, and power 

consumption. The operating conditions of the refrigeration 

unit of the air conditioner are also examined to enrich the 

discussion in this section. The parameter discussed for the 

operating conditions are suction temperature, discharge 

temperature, suction pressure, discharge pressure, 

condensation temperature, and compression ratio. All data 

presented in this section were taken at stable operating 

conditions of the tested air conditioner. 

As mentioned in Section 2, the conditions of the 

compartments were maintained according to the temperature 

setting as summarized in Table 1. The data samples of 

temperature for outdoor and indoor compartments are 

presented in Figure 2. In this figure, the dry-bulb and wet-bulb 

temperature for outdoor temperature setting of 38℃/24.1℃ 

and indoor temperature setting of 27℃/19℃ are presented. 

3.1 Suction and discharge temperature 

The profile of suction temperature is presented in Figure 3. 

Figure 3(a) shows the change in suction temperature with time, 

while the effect of the outside air DBT on the suction 

temperature is summarized in in Figure 3(b).  

The lowest outside air DBT (24℃) results in the 

temperature at suction line of 10.6℃ while the highest 

outdoor temperature (38℃) results in the average suction 

temperature of 11.73℃. The difference of the suction 

temperature is, therefore, only about 1.1℃ for the lowest to 

the highest outdoor DBT. Here, the outside air DBT has no 

significant effect on the suction temperature.  

(a) Outdoor compartment

(b) Indoor compartment

Figure 2. Samples of dry-bulb and wet-bulb temperature at 

the experiment using outdoor temperature of 38℃ 

(a) Suction temperature vs time

(b) Suction temperature vs outdoor DBT

Figure 3. Data for the experiments with outdoor air 

temperature varied from 24 to 38℃ 
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Using linear approximation, each 1℃ of the increase in 

outside air DBT, the suction temperature only increases by 

approximately 0.09℃. The expression of the effect of change 

of outside air DBT at constant humidity ratio on the suction 

temperature can be expressed as: 

 

𝑡𝑠𝑢𝑐𝑡 = 0.0886 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 8.3912  (11) 

 

where, tsuct expresses the refrigerant suction temperature and 

toa,db denotes the outdoor dry-bulb temperature. The linear 

trend of the suction temperature with the outdoor air 

temperature has a correlation coefficient (R-square) of 0.957. 

It means that the dependence of suction temperature on the 

outdoor air temperature can be expressed in a linear equation 

with a strong correlation. 

For a comparison, the similar range of suction temperature 

from 10.52℃ to 11.62℃ were reported for an experiment with 

varied DBT and constant WBT [23]. This increases the suction 

temperature by about 0.1℃ for each 1℃ of the increase of 

outside air DBT. Another experiment with varied dry-bulb 

temperature from 24 to 38℃ and constant relative humidity of 

50% also resulted in the similar range of suction temperature 

10.36℃ to 11.46℃ [22]. It provides the increase of the suction 

temperature by by 0.081℃ per 1℃ of the increase of outside 

air DBT under constant relative humidity. Meanwhile, Joudi 

and Al-Amir [13] informed that the suction temperature 

increases by 0.06℃ if the outside air temperature increase by 

1℃. This data was obtained from their experiment using R22. 

A Less significant effect of outside air temperature was found 

for experiment using R290 and R407C. 

 

 
(a) Discharge temperature vs time 

 
(b) Discharge temperature vs outdoor DBT 

 

Figure 4. Profile of discharge temperature 

 

On the other hand, the discharge pressure is significantly 

affected by the outside air DBT (Figure 4). The average 

discharge temperature is in the range of 85.1℃ for outdoor 

temperature of 24℃ to 99.4℃ for outdoor temperature of 

38℃. The difference of discharge temperature reaches 14.3℃ 

for the same range of outside air DBT variation. Averagely, an 

increase of discharge temperature by about 1.03℃ was noted 

per 1℃ increase of outside air DBT. The correlation of the 

discharge and the outside air DBT can be expressed as: 

 

𝑡𝑑𝑖𝑠𝑐 = 1.026 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 60.1  (12) 

 

where, tdisc is the refrigerant discharge temperature.  

The range of discharge temperature of 85.10℃ to 99.98℃ 

was reported in an experiment under constant relative 

humidity and varied DBT of outside air [22]. It means that the 

increase of outside air DBT by 1℃ causes the increase of 

discharge temperature by 1.08℃. Meanwhile, experiment 

with varied outdoor air DBT under constant WBT caused the 

discharge temperature increase by 0.97℃ per 1℃ change of 

outdoor air DBT [23]. The range of discharge temperature for 

this experiment was reported to be 88.4 to 96.7℃. Another 

experiment with R424A with outdoor air DBT range from 25 

to 35℃ showed that the discharge temperature increases from 

58.6 to 67.5℃ [19]. This means that the discharge temperature 

increases by 0.89℃ for every 1℃ increase of outside air DBT. 

The similar effect of ambient temperature on the discharge 

temperature has also been confirmed for refrigeration machine 

[36]. A range of discharge temperature from 77 to 87℃ was 

reported when the fridge was operated at ambient temperature 

range from 19 to 25℃. 

 

3.2 Suction and discharge temperature 

 

The increase of suction and discharge temperature of 

refrigerant cause the increase of suction and discharge 

pressure. In this experiment, the suction pressure was 

measured at 1021 to 1095 kPa (10.21-10.95 bar) while the 

discharge pressure was measured at 1721 to 2466 kPa (17.21-

24-66 bar) (Figure 5). If a linear approximation is used, the 

increase of outside air DBT 1℃ causes the increase of suction 

pressure by 0.0601 bar and discharge pressure by 0.5348 bar. 

The expressions for suction and discharge pressure (in bar) as 

a function of outdoor air DBT for this experiment can be 

written as: 

 

𝑃𝑠𝑢𝑐𝑡 = 0.0601 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 8.6513 (13) 

 

𝑃𝑑𝑖𝑠𝑐 = 0.5348 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 4.1993 (14) 

 

Here, Psuct and Pdisc denote the suction and discharge 

pressure in bar. 

 

 
 

Figure 5. Suction and discharge pressure vs outdoor DBT 

 

Again, the outside air DBT significantly affects the 

discharge pressure than that of the suction pressure. 

Experiment with the same cooling capacity, same refrigerant, 
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and similar outside air DBT range under constant relative 

humidity of 50% resulted in the range of suction and discharge 

pressure of 10.10 to 11.32 bar and 19.52 to 28.18 bar, 

respectively. The compression ratio (ratio of discharge 

pressure and suction pressure) of this experiment is in the 

range of 1.69 to 2.25. This range is similar to the previous 

experiment with the range of compression ratio from 1.94 to 

2.49 [22]. Experiment with R417A resulted in the increase of 

suction pressure by 13.1% (from about 5.8 bar to 6.56 bar) and 

discharge pressure by 15.7% (from about 26.5 bar to 30.5 bar) 

when the outside air DBT was varied from 35 to 51.5℃ [37]. 

This gives the pressure ratio range from 4.6 to 4.84. Using 

higher range of outside air DBT (35 to 55℃), Joudi and Amir 

[13] reported a variation of pressure ratio from 4.22 to 4.75. 

The higher compression ratio is caused by the higher 

condensing pressure needed to condensate vapor refrigerant in 

the condenser at high outside air DBT. 

 

3.3 Liquid line 

 

Measured at the condenser outlet, this parameter represents 

the temperature of liquid refrigerant after condensation in the 

condenser. The profile of liquid line temperature can be seen 

in Figure 6. At outdoor DBT of 38℃ the average liquid 

refrigerant temperature is 40.21℃. The average liquid line 

temperature decreases to 38.24℃, 35.86℃, and 33.72℃ when 

the outside air DBT decreases to 36℃, 34℃, and 32℃, 

respectively. When the outside air DBT was reduced to 30℃, 

28℃, and 26℃ liquid line temperature decreased to 31.80℃, 

30.15℃, and 27.74℃, respectively. The lowest outside air 

DBT gives the liquid line temperature of 25.59℃. Averagely, 

the liquid line temperature is 1.92℃ higher than that of 

outdoor air. By a linear interpolation, for every 1℃ rise in 

outside air DBT, the temperature of liquid line rises 1.014℃. 

The relation between the outside air DBT (toa, db) and the 

temperature of refrigerant in the liquid line (tll) can be 

expressed as: 

 

𝑡𝑙𝑙 = 1.0139 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 1.2863 (15) 

 

 
 

Figure 6. Liquid refrigerant temperature data for various 

outdoor DBT 

 

Previous experiment with varied outside air DBT from 24℃ 

to 36℃ at constant wet-bulb temperature of 22℃ resulted in 

the variation of liquid line temperature from 25.6℃ to 37.7℃ 

[23]. For every 1°C rise in outside air DBT, the temperature of 

refrigerant in the liquid line rises 1.01°C, similar to that of 

present work. Meanwhile, experiment by varying outside air 

DBT 24℃ to 38℃ at constant relative humidity of 50% gave 

a range of condensing temperature from 30.49℃ to 45.36℃ 

[22]. It should be noted that the liquid line temperature is not 

equal to the condensing temperature. Subcooling may occurs 

in the refrigerant at the liquid line measuring point. Therefore, 

the condensing temperature will be higher than that of liquid 

line temperature. Another experiment under high ambient 

temperature from 35℃ to 55℃ resulted in the condensing 

temperature range of 43℃ to 53℃, 52℃ to 59℃, and 56℃ to 

63℃ for R290, R407C, and R22, respectively [13]. 

 

3.4 Supply air temperature 

 

This parameter represents the air temperature after being 

cooled by the evaporator and it was measured at the evaporator 

outlet. Generally, the lower supply air temperature gives the 

higher cooling capacity. As in refrigerant suction temperature, 

the supply air temperature slightly increases with the increase 

of outside air DBT. In this experiment, a range of supply air 

temperature of 14.0℃ to 14.97℃ was resulted. The lower 

outside air DBT gives the lower supply air temperature. By 

examining Figure 7, it is clear that the outside air DBT has a 

less significant effect on the temperature supply air, as 

indicated by its slope. A difference of 14℃ of outside air DBT 

only results in the difference of supply air temperature of 

0.7℃. By using a linear interpolation, every 1℃ increase in 

outside air DBT provides 0.074℃ increase in supply air 

temperature. The relation between the supply air temperature 

(tsa) and the outside air DBT for this experiment is  

 

𝑡𝑠𝑎 = 0.0744 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 12.164 (16) 

 

This linear correlation has a correlation coefficient of 0.977. 

It means that the supply air temperature has a strong linear 

correlation with outdoor air temperature.  

The slight variation of supply air temperature is probably 

caused by the slight variation in evaporating temperature of 

refrigerant in the evaporator. This can be inferred from the 

slight variation of the suction pressure data from 10.21 to 

10.95 bar absolute. 

 

 
 

Figure 7. Supply air temperature as a function of outdoor 

DBT 

 

The supply air temperature profile of the present data is in 

accordance with the results of experiment by varying outdoor 

dry-bulb temperature when the WBT is constant [23]. In this 

previous experiment, the rate of change of supply air 

temperature rises 0.068℃ if the outside air DBT rises by 1℃. 

The similar result was reported for an experiment by varying 

the outside air DBT under constant relative humidity [22]. 

Using higher range of outdoor temperature from 35 to 51.5℃, 

Elgendy et al. [37] reported an increase of supply air 

temperature from 14 to about 15.4℃. On average, every 1℃ 
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increase in outside air DBT gives 0.08℃ increase of supply air 

temperature. This result is also in a good agreement with the 

current data. 

 

3.5 Power 

 

An almost linear change in power consumption due to the 

change of the outside air DBT was revealed in this experiment. 

As shown in Figure 8, the power required to operate the air 

conditioner is about 817 kW at outside air DBT of 24℃. The 

power increase to 980 W when the outside air DBT increases 

to 38℃. In other words, every 1℃ changes in outdoor air 

temperature gives 11.6 W change in power consumption, or 

1.43%/℃. The effect of the outside air DBT at constant 

humidity ratio on the power required by the air conditioner can 

be written as: 

 

𝑃𝑖𝑛 = 11.6 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 535.8 (17) 

 

where, Pin is the input power in Watts.  

Previous experiment using the same equipment under 

constant relative humidity resulted in the rate of change in 

power by 1.6% per 1℃ change in outside air DBT [22]. 

Meanwhile, experiment with constant WBT resulted in the rate 

of change in power by 1.4% per ℃ of change in outdoor air 

[23]. 

Using R417A and range of outside air DBT from 35 to 

51.2℃, it was reported that the power consumption increased 

by 25.4% (1.57% for each 1℃ increase of in outside air DBT) 

[37]. Instead of in term of outside air DBT, Kumbhar et al. [38] 

informed that 1℃ increase in condensing temperature can 

cause an increase of compressor power 1.9%.  

An increase of power drawn by compressor about 1.3% was 

noted when the outside air DBT increases 1℃ [18]. The data 

was obtained from an experiment using a split-type air 

conditioner with a nominal cooling capacity of 3.81 kW in an 

experiment using outside air DBT 30 to 36℃. Tarish et al. [21] 

reported an increase of compressor power from 1.604 kW to 

3.523 kW when the outside air DBT was varied from 30 to 

55℃. In this report, every increase of outside air DBT 1℃ 

causes the increase of compressor power 4.7%. This rate of 

change of power per ℃ variation of outside air DBT is higher 

because a constant cooling capacity was used in this 

experiment. 

 

 
 

Figure 8. The power required to operate the air conditioner 

as a function of outside air DBT 

 

3.6 Cooling capacity 

 

At the outside air DBT of 24℃, the cooling capacity of the 

tested air conditioner was recorded to be 2.79 kW. Increasing 

the outside air DBT to 26, 28, and 30℃ results in the drop of 

capacity to 2.74, 2.69, and 2.64 kW, respectively. The capacity 

continuously drops to 2.59, 2.49, and 2.48 kW with the 

increase of outside air DBT to 32, 34, and 36℃, respectively. 

At the hottest outside air (38℃), the cooling capacity was 

reduced to 2.43 kW. The profile of the cooling capacity with 

various outside DBT is presented in Figure 9. Detailed 

examination of this figure reveals that the cooling capacity 

decreases 12.7% when the outside air DBT increases 14℃. On 

average, for every 1°C increase in outside temperature, the 

cooling capacity decreases by 0.9%. The relationship between 

the cooling capacity (qe) and outside air DBT can be written in 

the following expression: 

 

𝑞𝑒 = 26.28 𝑡𝑜𝑎,𝑑𝑏 + 3423.4 (18) 

 

Previous experiment by varying outside air DBT and 

constant WBT revealed that the cooling capacity decreased by 

0.8% per 1℃ increase of outside air DBT [23]. Similar 

experiment using a constant 50% relative humidity with the 

varied outside air DBT reveals that the cooling capacity drops 

by 1% for every 1℃ increase of outside air DBT [22]. A higher 

decrease of capacity of 1.3% for every increase of saturated 

condensation temperature by 1℃ was reported by Kumbhar et 

al. [38]. Yau dan Pean [15] reported the highest drop of 

cooling capacity per degree increase of outside air DBT, i.e., 

2% per ℃. In addition, experiment with R417A resulted in the 

decrease of cooling capacity by 39.3% when the outside air 

DBT increases from 35 to 51.5℃ [37]. Averagely, it gives 

2.38% capacity reduction per 1℃ increase in outside air DBT. 

Another experiment using R424A with outside air DBT range 

from 35 to 41℃ resulted in the drop of cooling capacity by 

11.4%. Averagely, it gives a drop of 1.9% per ℃ increase of 

outside air DBT [19]. Experiment with lower range of outside 

air DBT with the same refrigerant gives a drop of refrigeration 

capacity by 0.9% for each ℃ increment of outside air DBT 

[20]. This result is similar to the current work. 

 

 
 

Figure 9. The cooling capacity of the air conditioner as a 

function of outside air DBT 

 

3.7 Coefficient of performance (COP) 

 

The COP of this experiment ranges from 2.48 to 3.41. The 

lowest COP was resulted from experiment with the highest 

outside air DBT and the highest COP was obtained from the 

lowest outside air DBT. For the predetermined range of 

outside air DBT, the COP drops by 27.3% for 14℃ increase 

of outside air DBT. Particularly, every 1℃ increase of outside 

air DBT causes the decrease of COP by 1.95%. The profile of 
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COP is depicted in Figure 10.  

The COP is in a good agreement with that of experiment 

with varied outside air DBT and constant relative humidity 

[22], in which 2.1% decrease of COP was reported per 1℃ of 

increase of outside air DBT. The similar result for COP or 

EER variation of 2.28% per 1℃ change in outdoor air 

temperature was reported for an experiment by varying outside 

air DBT at constant wet-bulb temperature [23]. These COP 

profile as function of outdoor air temperature were confirmed 

by Yau and Pean [15], in which every 1℃ change in outside 

air DBT caused change of COP by 2%. A decrease of COP 

from 6.5 to 2.8 when the outside air DBT increases from 30 to 

55℃ was reported by Tarish et al. [21]. Here, 25℃ increase 

of outside air DBT caused a decrease in COP by 67%. 

Averagely, every 1℃ of the increase of outside air DBT gives 

a decrease in COP by 2.3%. A lower rate of decrease of COP 

per degree Celsius change in outdoor air temperature was 

reported from an experiment using four and eight circuit 

condensers. About 17% decrease of COP was obtained for the 

change of outside air DBT from 30 to 50℃ [17]. 

 

 
 

Figure 10. The COP of the air conditioner as a function of 

outside air DBT 

 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

 

From the experiment with constant moisture content (14.9 

g water vapor per 1 kg of dry air) and varied outside air DBT 

(24 to 38℃), it was revealed that the outside air DBT has a 

significant effect on the discharge and liquid line temperature 

than those of suction temperature and supply air temperature. 

A more significant effect on the discharge pressure rather than 

suction pressure has also been recorded in this experiment.  

As the outside air DBT was varied from 24 to 38℃, the 

power consumption increases by 20% or 1.4% for every 1℃ 

increase of outside air DBT. For the same range of outside air 

DBT, the cooling capacity drops by 12.7% or 0.9% per 1℃ 

increment of outside DBT. It gives in the decrease of the 

coefficient of performance by 27.3% or 1.95% per 1℃. 
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NOMENCLATURE 

COP coefficient of performance (-) 

cp specific heat (kJ kg-1 ℃-1) 

DBT dry-bulb temperature (℃) 

EER energy effciency ratio (Btu.hr-1W-1) 

h enthalpy (kJ kg-1) 

L latent heat of evaporation (kJ kg-1) 

𝑚̇ mass flow rate (kg s-1) 

P pressure (bar) 

Pin input power (W) 

q cooling capacity (W) 

Q volumetric flow rate (m3 s-1) 

t temperature (℃) 

v specific volume (m3 kg) 

W humidity ratio/specific humidity (kg water 

vapor/kg dry air) 

WBT wet-bulb temperature (℃) 

Greek symbols 

 density (kg. m-3) 

Subscripts 

a air 

da dry-air 

db dry-bulb 

disc discharge 

e evaporator 

ea entering air 

in input 

l latent

la leaving air 

ll liquid line 

s sensible 

suct suction 

wb wet-bulb 
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